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READER: 
Ice the time that I publiſhed © 
4 Book, called, The Hiſtory . 
of Infant-Baptiſm, contain- 
| ing many Juctations of | the 
Ancients on that Subject, which 
make the Boot too large for poor 
People 777. or to read; I have 
„been adviſed by ſome Friends, to 
> WW whom I cue a D erence, . to draw 


— 


I. for the uſe of the Poor, a ſhort 
| Summery of the Evidences therein 


9 2 (making References to the 
rger Book) and of | the Proofs aud 
\ | Reaſons from Scripture, .xelating to 
* || that Practice. I bave not found it 
| very feazable to bring 4 Controverſy 
| into ſo narrow a Compaſs : and am 
' forced, for Brevity's-Jake, to refer to 
J my own Book, not only for what-.. I 
\ | bavr there ſaid my felt bur alſo for 
; what 1 have there quoted from the 
| Fathers and others. Which would 
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Mas! and he was a conſtant kee 2 
Church 1 and very it adiou 
in-the Scriptures, 

A. Het ſo: 4 honeſt Mat. Fa 
dor Bis ſotſaking the hurch PE 8 
as you: and I and, ſome others h 
with him bn that Sub av; 3 
hee ſtudied che Point fo" = 15 
Has ſbme regret of Conſcience for the Sit 
iſm, and will I believe return dd the 


mmunion of the Church, provided he 


may 
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wein his Opinii 


Chriſtian Faith ; and therefore am defirous 


2 4 8 3 
be ad ed — h 
may admitt g Sa 


I catinot be ſorry ; "For 1 Ti or that 
on my ſelf. 
P. I crave your Pardon tis more chan 
On You Were not Wr ok 
nion inmy time: A emember 
eee Cheidned. | 
I was not. then of. that Opinion 5 
abſolutely as I am now. But 1 had even 
then Doubts of the Lawfulneſs of Infant 
Baptiſm; which have ſo fat nere d fince, 
that a have turned the Scale with me ; 
and I intend, God willing, to adviſe my 
Childten (when they are capable) to receive 
bo i he the due way, end to receiye it 
5 ſelf: and bad before this time, but 
85 1 wy ſome Difficulty in getting one to 
1 * t they had been very forward | 
it y ha 
825 _ Office, annum that! is of their 


4 ; ay To one that is of theiy Qpinion 
22 wings. But I, tho of their Opinion 
adult Baptiſm, yet have, I thank God, 
bin made t bly ſenfible: of the Sin of 
Divifion, (1) Separation, and renouncing 
-ommunion wid an Eſtabliſn'd Church, 
holding ſame Errors; provided they be 
not ſuch as do: evert the Foundation of 


to cor tinue in Communion : and they dont 
cores _ baptizing ſuch an one. _ 
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d-father- have recelvd it from ſpmée- 
inifler of the Church, of whoſe Ordinat io 
> the Miniſtry l am much bettet fatizfied ;* 
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P. Will not che Miniſter of the Churen » 
aptize you by dipping, if deſirdꝰ· 
A, Yes, very willin ly 3 and the Rubrick 
2) preſcribes it in the firſt Place; if the 
erſon be willing to venture his Healtb, 


hich I am very willing to do, being a- 
sfy'd that going into the Water has more 


f Fright than Hurt in it. But they wil 
efuſe it to me, becauſe they reckon my 4 0 


iſm recei vd in Infancy, to be a Bap 


. 
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nfitting thing. I know thoſe that ha ve 


sk'd them, and they would not give it em: 


nd indeed by their Principle cannot. 80 
at it were better for me, if I had had 

intipœdobaptiſt Parents: for then the 

iniſters would willingly have baptiz d me 


0. Wo. | 
- What do you think to do in this 
we feet it | i S 
A. 1 hear that there are in ſome Parts of 
„gland, Autipœdobaptiſts that are more 


«* 
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CY 


ghtly adminiſtred, and conſequently, th ar 
he baptizing me now, would be . 8. 
baptiſm: which both ſides hold to'be an 


- 


* 
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Ir a genaral, Communion of all Saints, an- . 


nat do either continue in the Communion 


the eftabliſhed Church themſelves, or t 


(2) Part a, Ch. Ix. . bd 
B leaſt 


1 
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4 A Conference between two. Men 
| leaſt will baptize a Man that does; and 
that do not require, that when one renoun- MF" 
ces the Devil and Wickedneſs, one muſt | 
alſo renounce all the Catholick Church ex- 3 
cept themſelves. And I think to find out 
ſome ſuch Man : For I would willingly fo 
receive my Baptiſm, as to keep my. old ( 
Creed, and own (3) the Catholick Church, © 
and the Communion of Saints: and beg 
baptiz'd into the Chriſtian Church, as ſuch, 
and not into any particular Sect, I want 
ſuch a Man as Mr. Tombs was, _ 

V. I do the more heartily. pity your Caſe 

| becauſe I have had great Doubts about In- 
fant-Baptiſm my ſelf, and continued under f 
them for ſome Years, and during all that 
time, felt great Perplexity of Conſcience. 
And 1 indeed was like to fall away farther 
than you are like to do: for [ſhould have gone 
totally over to them, and ſhould not onl 
have forſaken the Church, but ſhould have 
been probably by this time a great Hater ol 
it, and rail'd againſt it, as many of them 
do. For as for the way that you take, it 
would not have come into my Mind: *Tis 
you know, more ſpoken againſt, than eithe: 
of the other. You will be called a Jack © 
both fides, a Halter between two Opinions. 

A, 1 do nothalt between two Opinions 
but do, by a Perſwaſion that is now firm 7 
| Fettled, hold theſe two things: 1ſt, Tha 4 

the Doctrine of Infant-baptiſm is an Erroſ + 
244%, That one is not to ſeparate frony * 


(3) N. part 2. Ch. IL. $.10.p0ge 333. | ps 


about  Infunt-Baptiſm. 5 
a Church merely for ſome Error held, or 
erroneous Practice uſed by them; provided 


this Error be not ſuch as does bert the 


Foundation. And this is owned in the 


Confeſſion of Faith of too Churches of An- 
tip co 
(4) And it appears alſo by plain Conſequen- 
ces from what they there ſay, (5) That 
they themſelves do not take this Error to 
be ſuch. 

P. What! Do thoſe 100 Churches live 
then in Communion with the Church 
of England? Or, do they ſeparate from it, 
as all the Antipœdobaptiſts about us, you 
ſee, do? 

A. That I don't know. But by their 
own Principles they ought to hold Com- 
munion if the Church would admit them. 

P. What do you do when in the time 
of publick Service an Infant is baptized ? 
You cannot join in thoſe Prayers. 


A. Not in all of them. (6) That God 


would bleſs the Infant, and that (in caſe he 


live to maturity ) God would make him a 


= good Man, I pray with the reſt. To the 


other Prayers in that Form of baptizing L 
give no Amen: But I read in the mean 


'# while ſome Chapter in the Bible. 
P. By this Rule, not only the Arntipe- 


cobeprifes, but much more the Presbyte- 
rians, Independents, &c. ought to come to 


Church, tho* they hold their particular 


(4) Ch. 26,27. (5) In the Preface. HWP, 
pers 4. Ch. XI. 5. 7. b. 5. 4. df « F 


B : Opini- 
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6 DA Conference between two Men 
Opinions. And by the ſame Rule, put the | 
Caſe that the Church of Zg/and ſhould de- 
clare for your Opinion of Antipœdobaptiſm, 
and eſtabliſh it by Vote in Convocation and 
by Law; I, and others that believe Infant- 
Baptiſm to be the right Way, ought not 
even in that Caſe to forſake her Communi- 
on: but only getting our own. Children 
baptiz'd, ought in other things to hold 
Communion 8 7). N 

A. I do conceive it clear from Scripture, i 
that both theſe your Conſequences are true ; 
provided you and they may be admitt 
without declaring any Aſſent and Conſent 
contrary to your own Opihions. And the 
Church of Exgland does not require any 
ſuch (8) Aſſent and Conſent in order to 
Lay-communion. And it is plain alſo from 
Scripture, that ſuch Communion ought to 
be conſtant : and that the Man ſo joining 
ought to avoid all that cauſe Diviſions, 
Rom. 16. 17. ( 7. e. renounce Communion 
with them) tho' thoſe Dividers may hold 
Opinions which he thinks to be truer in 
ſome particular Matters. Ard in a Word, 
That all Chriſtians in the World that hold 
the ſame Fundamentals, ought to make one 
Church, tho' differing in leſſer Opinions: 
and that the Sin, the Miſchief, and Danger 
to the Souls of Men that divide into thoſe 
many Sets and Parties among us, does 
(for the moſt of them) conſiſt not ſo much 
in the Opinions themſelves, as in their di- 
viding and ſeparating for them, | 

(7) H. part 2. Ch, XI. F. 6, (8) 1bid.$. "Pp 


about Infant-Baptiſm. 7 
P. This way of yours, if practicable, 
ould cure at once God knows how many 
Miſchiefs. But you ſee the World is not 
Sf your Sentiment: For as ſoon as they fall 
nto any particular Opinion in Religion, 
Whey ſetup a ſeparate Church for it. 
A. Not all the World. "Tis only Eng- 
and and Holland where this Humour does 
o generally prevail. In other Parts of 
hriſtendom they (tho' holding different 
pinions, yet) do account Schiſm for em 
great Wickedneſs and a great Miſchief, 
und, to ſhew you they are in the Right in 
hinking ſo, I will (becauſe you feem not to 
have confider'd this Matter ſo well as ſome 
others) refer you to ſome plain Places of 
Scripture : which if you pleaſe now to 
peruſe, I will be filent R boy ile. See what 
dur Saviour himſelf ſays, ohn 10.16. Foh. 
17. 11. And what the Primitive Chriſtians 
practis'd, As 2.46. Ir. 4.32. And what 
St. Paul ſays, 1 Cor. 1. 10, 11, 12. It. 2, 3, 
. F. the whole twelfth Chapter. Eph. 2. 
8, Sc. to the end. Where the Jewiſh and 
entile Chriſtians are ſhewed to be one 
Body, one Houſpold, one Temple fitly 
ram together : and yet theſe were of 
different Opinions in ſeveral Matters. It. 
Ch. 3. v. 6. Ch.4.v. 1, ro 13. Phil. 2.1, 2. 
where he uſes the moſt ſolemn Adjurations 
to this Purpoſe. But I would more eſpe- 
cially recommend to you the reading of Gal. 
5. 20, 21. Phil. 3. 15, 16. The 14th Chap- 
ter to the Romans, and part of the 44 
to v. 7. And alſo Rom. 16. 19,——Have 
you read them? B 3 & 


5 1 Conference between two Mes 
PV. Yes, I have. And I thank you for 
F”  direvting me to them. For tho there is 

none of them but what I had-read before; 
yet I had not minded how fully applicable 
they are to this Purpoſe, 14 

A. Are they not plain, full and earneſt 
Do you find any of the controverted Points 
to be determin'd by Scripture in Words nigh 
fo plain or pathetic ? Whatever Diſputes be 
rais'd, whether ſuch or ſuch a Point be a 
| Fundamental; there can be no Doubt but 
| this is one of the moſt Fundamental of all. 
| You ſee in that of Gal. 5. where St. Pau! 

ives a Roll or Catalogue of ſuch Sins as 

ll certainly exclude Men from Heaven, 
that he reckons Saditions and Hereſies a- 
mong them. And thoſe are the Words by 
which he commonly denotes Parties, Facti- 
ons, Divifions and Schiſms in the Church: 
as appears by comparing x Cor. 11. 18, x9. 
and ſeveral other Places, 

P. I obſerve ſome of theſe Places to re- 


— 


1 


EE ee 


S2 = e 


| ire that we ſhould be like-minded, of the 
£ fame Mina, mind the ſame things, &c. ! 
Do not theſe mean that we muſt be all off 
1128 one Opinion: which is the thing that wet 
1 find to be impoſſible? 8 c 
| A. | have read a Book of. Biſhop Sti/ 3 
has lingfleet, called The Unreaſonableneſs o,! 
A Separation ; which ſhews (9) that the Ori 
5. _, ginal Words in thoſe Places do fignity nol © 

| other than what we ſay in Ergiiſh, Unant 
mots, And Men may be unanimous in the 4 
| P 


(9) Part 2. f. 37, 38, 19. | 
| Joint- 


oint- Worſhip of God, the they be not-6 
the ſame Mind in all diſputable things, 
And he alſo plainly ſhews there that that 
Command of St. Paul, Phil. 3. 15, 16. is 
o be applied ſo, viz. That if we differ 
about the Lawfulneſs or Unlawfulneſs of 
{ome particular Practices, tis to be hoped 
that God will in time bring us to a right and 
uniform Underſtandin * fr : but that 
in the meantime we Thould, in the things 
whereunto we have attained, or, wherein 
we are worſhip God with a- Joint 
Rule of Worſhip. But this is more fully 
and plainly commanded by St. Pan in that 
other Place, Rom. Chap. 1g. and Chan 15. 
to v. 8. where giving Nules to thoſe that 
differ'd in Opinions, he orders them not to 
judge or deſpiſe one another for them: but 
to receive one another; meaning to Chri- 
ſtian Communion and Brotherhood, as the 
of the Place ſhews. 3 5.2037 
V. That Place is indeed full to this Pur- 
* And the Command he gives with 
uch Earneftneſs, Rom. 16.17. to avoid 
thoſe that cauſe Diviſions, is a plain Proof 
that we ought not only to beware that we 
do not our ſelves make any Diviſion, but 
alſo to avoid thoſe that do. But ſome ſay 
W Baptiſm is a Fundamental: and therefore 
chat they that differ about it, cannot be f 
no one Communion, 
11 A. That Baptiſm is a Fundamental, I 
he am inclin'd to be of their Opinion; it is ſo 
plainly commanded in Scripture, and ſo 
much ſtreſs laid on it. Which makes me 


t- B 4 amaz'd 


m0 . AConference between two Men 
amaz'd at the Qua kers, and ſome of thei 
Socini ans, that call themſelves Chriſtians 
while they reject it. But the Parties we 
= gs of. do both of them own Baptiſm :lſ 
They differ only about the Age or Man- 
ner of receiving it. | 
D. Well. Upon the whole matter I am 
ſenſible what Thanks I owe to God for re- 
| raining me from the Error of Antipœdo- 
baptiſm, which would in my Caſe have 
been attended with the Sin of Schiſm, which | 
is, I ſee, ten times worſe than the Error it 
A. I ſhall be oblig'd to you, if you will 
let me know the Grounds upon which you 
oyercame the Inclination to that which you 
call an Error, but I think is the Truth: 
for you ſay you were once inclin'd to it. 
Were it not that you ſeem a ſerious Man, 1 
ſhould be afraid that you overcame it as 
People uſe to overcome any good Motion of 
pang - e: vis. by ſtifling the Conviction 
P. Not ſo: But I had certainly yielded 
my ſelf up to it, if I had not conſulted 
ſome of more Underſtanding than my ſelf : 
and particularly Mr. S. the Miniſter of the 
Pariſh I live in. And I would: crave: leave 
to ask you, whether you have taken the 
ſame courſe :. i. e. whether you did propoſe 
to him, that has the Cure of your Soul, or 
ſome other | Miniſter, your Doubts about 
your Baptiſm receiv'd in. Infancy, before 
you'came to this Reſolytion of renouncing 
M.. 11 | 


about Infant-Baptiſm. * 71 
A. 1 confeſs I have not. | 


P. How then can you 20 7. this Courſe 
weſhf yours from being raſh and precipitate in 
m: matter of ſo great Moment? Thoſe Men, 
an ¶ ho having Doubts concerning any Practice, 


r any Doctrine receiv'd in the Church, do 


am ¶ſe all Means that are in their Power for 
re- learing of the Truth; if they be yet at 
do- Wa miſtaken in judging ; and the Error do, 


fter their beſt Endeavours fur Information, 
ppear to them to be the Truth ; will, as 
e have reaſon to hope, obtain an eaſy 
Pardon of God for their Miſtake. But it 
eems plainly to be a Sin of Preſumption 


you n any of us to alter, upon our own Heads, 
you BW Practice ſo univerſally receiv'd in Chriſt's 
th: church, without ſo much as conſulting 
It. hoſe that are over us in the Lord, to ſee 
» I whether they can give any Satisfaction to 

7 pur Objections. You would not do ſo with 
1 


a Titleof Land convey'd to you in your In- 
ancy : If you thought you had diſcover'd 
any Flaw in your own Title, you would con- 


ult a Lawyer, before you threw it up to 

ted ſeek for a new one. If I did not otherwiſe 

-  Wperceive you to be a conſcientious Man, and 
e 


converſant in the Scriptures, I ſhould queſti- 
on whether you had learn'd thoſe firſt 
the ¶ Chriſtian Leſſons of Humility and Modeſty ; 
oſe ¶ which teach us nor 10 be Wiſe in our 0/2 
or ¶ Conceits. This Duty of hearing and re- 
garding our Spiritual Guides and Paſtors 
5 is enjoin'd in Texts of Scripture, as plain 
ung and expreſs as thoſe you recommended to 

me, Eph. 4. 11, 12, 13, 14 where tis 
+ __ 5 ſnewn 
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 ſhewn to ny By us, in order to our 
Preſervation, from being toſſed to and fro, 
carried about with every wind of new Do- 
Arine. Alſo 1 Thefſ. 4. 12, 13. Heb. Iz. 
17. Malachi 2. 7. and many other ſuch 
Places, I am ſure it is that, without which 
I ſhould have been undone. 

A. What I ſaid before againſt Diviſions, 
may ſatisfy you that I am no Depiſer of the 
Church or the Miniſters thereof. But I 
have read many of the Books written for, as 
well as thoſe againſt Infant-Baptiſm. Moſt 
of the former are written by Miniſters : And 
tis in their Books that we expect the beſt 
of their Reaſons and Proofs. 

P. I had done the ſame: But I find 
that that without the other, is not nigh ſo 
uſeful. A living Guide at hand, to explain 
things that are obſcure, anſwer any emer- 
gent Objection, inforce and clear an Argu 
ment where it ſeems deficient, E9c. is a 
Help greater than one would think. A 
Man that can read a good Phyſick-book, 
may think himſelf able to preſcribe Me- 
dicines to himſelf out of it: but. he com- 
monly makes mad Work of it, if he goabout 
it, Beſides that, in this Caſe of ſpiritual 
Diiection, theſe are the Men whom God has 
1 to watch for our Souls, as they 
that muſt give account: and he is mo 
likely to give a Bleſſing to his own means. 

4 Did you find Mr. F. willing to di: ll © 
courſe _ and friendly with you ? l 
have heard that they generally are apt to 
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deſpiſe a Man that comes with theſe ors: 
. ; N ples ; 


ies; and rather to chide, deride, arid per- 
Pape hate him; than patiently hear his 


5 
not to ſend for them when they are ſick, 
conſult them when they are in any Doubt, 
Sc. When I had, in Diſcourſe with any 


Nea ſons, and take pains to ſatisfy him. | 
P. I had heard the ſame. But I found 


$y Experience that there is nothing more 


ontrary to Truth than that Inſinuation; 
which ſeems to have been raiſed on pot 
o obſtruct the Fruit of their Miniſtry, 
hey do on the contrary own that this is 


ne of their oper Buſineſſes, and that one 
f the greateſt Di 


ſcouragements they meet 
with, is, to find that People have ſo little 
egard for their Advice and Aſſiſtance, as 


Antipœdobaptiſts, met with any new Argu- 
ment or Objection that did puzzle me, and 


came to him with it; he did not only patient- 
ly give me the hearing, but alſo ih 
unwillingneſs to part with me, till he had 
given full Satisfaction to my Mind: Or, 


ewed an 


if the Cafe requir'd, he would ſhew meſome 
Book to read at my leifure, where that 
matter was more fully clear d. In a word, 
as I have occaſion to love him better, ſo 1 
am ſatisfy'd that he loves me better than he 
did before I ga ve him that Trouble, 
A. I may then perhaps take your Ad vice, 
and diſcourſe with our Miniſter, or ſome o- 
ther, before I fully reſolve. Butinthe mean 
time, I defire you to let me know what were 


the chief Reaſonsby which Mr, B. fatisf) ! 


you. | 
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P. It was the Work of ſeveral Conferences, 
reading of Books and Places of Scripture, 
to which he referred me. And you can't 
think that the Subſtance of all that can be 
given in this Half-hour, without great Diſ- 
advantage to the 'Force of the Argument. 
A. I ſhall make allowance for that. On- 
ly tell me the chief Heads of Matters. 1 
will conſider, confer, and read Books about 
them at my lciſure. | | 
PD. He firſt adviſed me (ſeeing I had al- 
ready read and thought much of that Mat- 
ter) that I would let him know which of the 
Reaſons and Objiections brought by the 
Antipœdobaptiſts I could anſwer my ſelf. 
For they bring: many Arguments, ſome- of 
more Weight, ſome of leſs, and ſome of 
none at all. | 
A. This was a good Method, both to 
ſhorten the Diſpute, and make it more di- 
ſtinct and clear. | 
P. Itold him; That, 1195 
Iſt, I did already underſtand that in the 
Text of St. Matt. 28. 19. (which is the 
chief Account of Chriſt's Commiſſion to 
baptize the Nations) Go ye, therefore, and 
reach all Nations, baptigiug them. The 
Word 1 = A e 2 —_ 5 
yſignify (1) Teach; but make Life 
| 27 es: Or, enter Diſciples: Or, (to ex- 
{s it in one Word, as our Saviour does) 


© 2Biſeiple all the Nations, or Proſe/yre- to 


me all the Nations, baptizing them. 


A, 


about Infant- Baptiſm. Ly 

A. Well; That is granted by all the un- 
derſtanding Men of our Opinion. "= 

P. 24ly, That whereas in the Text of 
John 3.5. Except a Man be born of Va- 
ter ana of the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
the King lom of God; ſome Antipœdobap- 
tiſts do catch hold of the Word (2) Man, 
there, and ſay, it muſt be a Man grown, 
and not a Child; I underſtood that to be a 
Miſtake proceeding from Ignorance of the 
original Word: and that our Saviour's own 
Word is ſuch as ſignifies, any one, or any 
Perſon, Man, Woman, or Child.. 

A. But was not this to yield the whole 
matter at once? For if no. Perſon, Man, 
Woman, or Child,can in God's ordinary way 
enter the Kingdom of God without Bap- 
tiſm ; is not this a Proof that Children, as 
well as grown Men, muſt bebaptized ? 

P. I do think ſo now; that this Text is 
enough to carry the whole Diſpute before it. 

But I thought then, that tho' the Words 
be general, yet we muſt 3 them with 
a Limitation to ſuch Subjects as are capa- 
ble of the thing ſpoken of: and I could not 
then conceive that a Child, tho' he might 
be born of Water, could be {aid to be born 
of the Spirit. And beſides; I queſtion'd 
whether by that Phraſe [born of Water aud 


of the Spirit] was meant Baptiſm at, all: 


orwhether it were only. an Allegorical Phraſe; 
denoting by the word Vater, only the in- 
ternal cleanſing or Sanctification of the 


(2) Hiſt. part 2. Ch. N. 5. 1. N N 
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Heart (3). But theſe things he cleared to 
me afterward. _ | 

Another thing which I owned of my ſelf, 
was, That I was ſatisfy'd that a Child is 
not — of being entered into a Coye- 
nant with God, For this was the expreſs 
Order of God himſelf; Deut. 29. 10, 11, 

12. Tou Fre this Day all of you before 
the Lora: your Captains, &c. your little 
ones, &c. that thou ſhould'ſt enter into Co- 
venant with the Lord thy Goa, and into 
his Oath. And that they might, and did, 
receive in their Infancy an outward Sacra- 
ment, vis. the Sacrament of Circumciſion, 

as a Seal of this Covenant, is alſo plain and 
conſeſſed. So that I my ſelf was able to 
ſee the weakneſs of all thoſe Arguments in 
the Books of the Antipcedobaptiſts, which 
repreſent an Infant's being entered into any 

Covenantatall with God, as an abſurd or 
ridiculous thing : and that I accounted all 
ſuch their ſayings as make a Mock at this, 

auſe the Chile has no Senſe) to be very 
rofane; as caſting a Reproach on the 

Wiſdom and former Conduct of God himſelf, 
in appointing Circumcifion to Children eight 
Days old. Moreover, whereas ſome of 'em 
fay, That this Covenant which the little 
ones were enter'd into, and which was ſeal'd 
to them by Circumciſion, was only a carnal 
Covenant, to give em the Land of Canaan, 
and to engage em in ſome carnal Ordinan- 
ces, and contain'd no ſpiritual Privilege or 


1 (3) Hiſt. part 2, Ch. X. $. 3. P. 390. 


En- 


about Infant-Baptifm. 1 
Engagement in it; I could ſee my ſelf the 
Falſhood of that Pretence. For in Gen. 17. 
where Circumcifion to the Infants is inftitu- 
ted, the Stile of the Covenant is; Walk be- 

ore me, and be thou perfect. And on 

God's part, not only to give them the Land 
of Canaan, but thus; To be a God to thee 
aud to thy Seed after thee, v. 7. And fo 
likewiſe in the foreſaid place of Dent. 29. 
(where the little ones are entered) That he 
may be a God unto thee. And in Ch. zo. 
(which is one continued Recital of the 
Terms of the Covenant then entered) And 
the Lord thy God will circumciſe thine 
Heart, an4the Heart of thy Sed, to love 
the Lord thy God with all thine Heart, 
&c. v. 6. And onthe Man's Part, v. 16. 
To love the Lord, to walk in his ways, 
to keep his Commaniments, &c. . Theſe 
ſurely are ſpiritual Things, and what our 
Saviourcalls the firſt and great Command- 
ment. 

And for the Covenant of the Ten Com- 
mandments in Horeb, I perceiv'd that it 
was made with the Infants as well as others. 
For- 40 Years after (when all (4) that were 
20 years old at the giving the Law were 
dead in the Wilderneſs) Moſes ſays, Deut. 
5. 2, 3. The Lord madea Covenant with 
11s ir: Horeb. Even with us, whoare all of | 
us alive here this Day. Moſt of theſe wer | 
Infants and little Children at that time. [} 
So that I counted itplain, that Infants may 


| (4) uw, 14:32, 33. ic 26,64, 6. 15 


= 
we WI 5 — — 


18 A Conferencebetween two Men 

be enter'dinto 8 Covenant with God, to do 
ſome - ſpiritual Duties hereafter, of which 
they at preſent can have no Knowledge or 
Senſe ; and to receive ſome ſpiritual Pri- 


vileges. - 

7 Whether you call this Covenant a car- 
nal or a ſpiritual Covenant; the Right to 
it was conveyed down in acarnal way from 
Father to Son by a fleſhly Generation; and 
was a particular Privilege of the Offspring 
of Abraham's Body. 

P. The Covenant had this Property, that 
whofoever was in it, had a Right to bring 
all his Childrento be entered into it in their 
Infancy. But this was not limited or con- 
fin'd to the Offspring of Abraham's Body : 
for the Words are; (5) He that is born in 
the Houſe, or bought with Money of any 
Stranger, which is not of thy Seea, &c. 
muſt be circumciſed. And ſo a Proſelyte 
was to circumciſe all his Males (6), and 
then he was to be as one born in the Land. 
So that the Covenant extended then (as it 
.does now) to all of any Nation that would 
come into it: and they were to bring into 
it, all the Infant Children, not only of their 
own body, but all that they had the legal 
Cuſtody or Poſſeſſion of. 

A. But hereis a Queſtion hotly diſputed, 
+ whether. the Circumciſion given to theſe 
Infants, were to them 4 Seal of the Righ- 
Teouſneſs of Faith. That it was ſo to Abra- 
bam himſelf, is expreſly ſaid by St. Paul, 


(5) Gen. 7. 125 13, (6) Lund, 12. 48, 49) 
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Rom. 4. 11. even of that Faith, by which 
he is the Father of all them that believe 
nder the Goſpel. But the Antipœdobap- 
tiſts do deny that it was ſo to the Infants ; 
ecauſe they were not capable of having 
any Faith at the time of their Circumciſion, 
s Abraham had. 

P. This Diſpute ſeems to me only a con- 
tention about words. For as the Pœdobap- 
tiſts will not pretend that it was to the In- 
fants a Seal of any actual Faith then at that 
preſent wrought in their Hearts: ſo the 
other cannot deny that it was to the In- 
fants the Seal of a Covenant then enter'd, 
by which Covenant they were engag'd to 
believe in the true God when they came 
to Years of Diſcretion. For I quoted 
before the very words of the Covenant. en- 

aging them to /ove the Lord, to walk in 
bis Ways, Sc. And that ſuppoſes Faith 
in him. 

And you may obſerve, that St. Paul in 
Rom. 10. 6, 7, 8. when he is going to quote 
ſome Paſſages out of that very recital of the 
Covenant in Deut. 30. (into which the little 
ones were enter d, Deut. 29.) premiſes to the 
Quotation theſe words; Bur the Rig h- 
teouſmeſs which ts of Faith ſpeaketh on 
this wiſe : And then having recited thoſe 
Paſſages ; he adds, This is the Mord of 
Faith which we preach, G 

A. But do you think that the Covenant 
made to Abraham, into which the little 
ones were admitted, did contain any En- 
gagement on God's part, to give an —_ 
na 
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241 Life after this; which is the chief thing 
in the Goſpel-Covenant. 
P. Not only I do think ſo; but all Chri- 
ſtians, except the Sociniaus. And it is plain 
y our Saviour's Words. For he, at Marr. 
22, 31. proves to the Sadducees the Reſur- 
rection of Abraham to eternal Life from 
theſe words; I am the God of Abraham. 
And thoſe very Words had been part of the 
Covenant ſealed by Circumciſion. Theſe 
Sadaducces were the only Men in the Zewiſo 
Church that denied the Reſurrection : and 
our Saviour here tells them, they err, not 
knowing the Scriptures. But all the Or- 
thodox S eaus believed and expected it, as 
we perceive by St. Paul's Appeal to them 
themſelves, Acts 24. 15. And it was from 
this Covenant (which was ſealed by Circum- 
ciſion) that they expected it. | 
A. It is, you know, diſputed between 
the two Parties, whether Abraham's Co- 
yenant were the ſame with ours: The An- 
nie many of em, ſay, No: for 
IT ca * Heb. 8. G. a — Covenant, 
eſtabliſned upon better Promiſes. | 
P. F is ſo diſputed. But that 
in which they are agreed, and which in plain, 
is enough for our Purpoſe, vis. That in 
both Adminiſtrations, Faith in God, and 
Obedience to him is requir'd, and a Faith 
alſo of the Meſiah; the Jews bony him 
as to come, we, as already come: And that 
in both. there are-delivered Promiſes both 
for this Life, and for that which is to come. 
On which Account St. Paul, Gal. 3. S. calls 
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he former. by the Name of rhe Gofpet 
reached before to Abraham; and at ver. 
1. T he Covenant confirm'd before of God 
in Chriſt. And that in both of them there 
s granted the Direction and Aſſiſtance of 
he ſame Spirit. . 

They are alſo agreed on the other fide, 
hat now fince the actual coming of Chriſt, 
here are more clear Revelations of the fu- 
ure Glory, greater and ſtronger Motives 
o Faith and Obedience, (which if we neg⸗ 
le& or deſpiſe, we ſhall be ſubject to greater 
n a fuller and more particular 
Knowledge of the Nature and es of 
Chriſt, and of his Work of Redemption 
wrought for us, Cc. On which Account 
pars may be call'd, in ſome Senſe, a new or 
a better Covenant: tho' the Subſtance of 
the things declared, enacted, and revealed, 
be the ſame. raping 

But the only thing that concerns our pre- 
ſent Purpoſe, is this; That an Infant then 
was entered into a Covenant containing in 
it, an Engagement to ſuch ſpiritual Things 
as he could no more underſtand, than an In- 
fant now can underſtand the Things cove- 
nanted at Baptiſm, * 

So far therefore I told Mr. Y. I could go 
of my {elf in anſwering the Doubts 'and 
Objections againſt Infant Baptiſm ; that I 
could ſee plainly that an Infant is not unca- 
pable of being entered into a Covenant with 
God, obliging him to do and to believe 
ſome things hereafter, (if he live) of which 
at preſent he can have no ſenſe ; and that 
| upon 
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upon ſuch his Entrance he may be made 
immediately an Heir of eternal Life by Co- 
venant, which will hold good ſo long till he 
by actua! Sins does break the ſaid Covenant. 
And that I conceiv'd this Tranſaction, that 
was then done by God's Command in ſpi- 
ritual things, to bear ſome Reſemblance to 
what we ſce every Day done in temporal 
Affairs: namely, a Deed of Land with Co- 
venants is ſealed to an Infant, and the Guar- 
dian, in the Infant's Name, ſeals the Counter- 
part : There is no Difficulty in underſtan- 
ding that the Infant, when he grows up, 
muſt (if he will hold that Land) perform 
the Covenants mention'd in the Deed : and 
that if he will not, he loſes all Right to 
that Inheritance ; but in the mean time the 
Deed is not infignificant, becauſe the Infant 

does not underſtand it. a 
A. You granted that an Infant is not un- 
capable of all this; but that ſuch a thing is 
>ffible' to be done, if God pleaſe : and 
that ſome ſuch thing was done by his Order 
in the Caſe of Circumcifion. But this does 
not prove, That (now, fince Circumcifion is 
aboliſhed) we muſt ſet up any ſuch Practice 
* ſpiritual Things without an Order from 

im. 

P. No. So I thought then, that this 
does not follow. Neither do I think now 
that it follows meerly from - thence ; that 
becauſe an Infant is capable of ſuch a Token 
ofa Covenant as Baptiſm is, therefore it 
muſt be given to him. But this takes off 
the Force of all thoſe Arguments of the An- 
| tipœdo- 
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peœdobaptiſts, which they raiſe from the 
ncapacity of an Infant. One half of what 
ey ſay, is, not only that God has not 
rdered Infants to be baptiz'd ; but alſo 
hat it would have been an abſurd or fooliſh 
hing to order.it. And they do not mind, 
hat all the Jeers they caſt upon Baby-Bap- 


0 
%, (as they call it) taken from the Inca- 
-a city of an Infant for ſuch an holy Ordi- 
r- Wance, do reflect upon the Wiſdom of God, 
- Who. appointed — which, by 


he ſame Rule, they may call Saby. Cir- 
umciſion. 1 
Mr. S. alſo ſhew'd me afterward Grounds 
om Scripture that do much confirm the 
onſequence from the Uſe of Circumciſion, 
o that of Baptiſm. But I am telling you 
as yet, only = far I could argue or an- 
wer their Arguments my ſelf. Figs 
A. Thus far you could go: and I do not 
ſee but you might go ſo far upon good 
round. What were the remaining Diffi- 
ulties at which you ſtuck ? 
. Nothing but that which you men- 
ion'd juſt now. That tho' there is no Rea- 
fon but Chriſt might have ordered Baptiſm 
o Infants proportionably to the Uſe of Cir- 
umciſion; yet that J could not find that 
he had done ſo, And therefore J queſtion'd 
whether it were his meaning that Infants 
ſhould be entered (at leaſt by any viſible 
Token) now, (tho' I ſaw plainly they were 
formerly) becauſe neither he nor his Apoſtles 
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aye expreſs'd any ſuch thing, (as it was 
NY | plainly 
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plainly expreſs'd before) nor have given u; 
Exampleof it in the New Teſtament. 
A, Well. That is the chief of all, And 
that was a thing in which I am ſure Mr. 
B. could not ſatisfy you. Pray, what did 
he ſay to that? | | 
 *P, He ſaid that our Saviour's Command 
to Diſciple the Nations, baptiving them, 
being given in very ſhort and general Words, 
22 only the Term Nations, and not 
deſcending to expreſs particularly the Sorts 


of Perſons that make up the Nation ; it 


] 
was neceflary, in order to our judging whe f 
ther he meant Infants and all, or only theft 
Adult Men of the Nations, to mind (7) 
what was then and before that time uſually 
done in oat mes Church in receiving any 
Profelyte of the Nations, that came over 
from his Heatheniſm to the true Religion, 
and defired that he and his Children might 
be admitted into Covenant with the true God, 

And that it was uſeful alſo to know how 
the Primitive Chriſtians (who lived fo 
nigh the Times of the Apoſtles, as that they 
might wal know what the Apoſtles order'd 
with reſpect to Infants) did praQtiſe this 
Command, 

And as to the firſt of theſe Things: He 
made me underſtand (What I knew not be- 
fore) that ſuch a Proſelyte of the Nation 
was wont to be baptiz d, and his Childen 
likewiſe (8). ee 
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A. This is News. He was wont to be 
icumcis'd, he and all his Males ; we know. 
gut baptized : How did he prove that? 
P. From a great man Aapes in the 
Books of the Jewiſh Writers, who, in ſet- 
ing down the Cuſtoms of their Nation, do 
mention the baptizing of ſuch a Proſelyte 
and his Children, Male and Female, as or- 
dinarily as they do the circumciſing of the 
Male ones. 
A. Did he ſhew you theſe Paſſages in the 
Books themſelves? I wiſh I could be ſatis- 
fied whether there beany Truth in this mat- 
ter of Fat. | 88 
P. The Books themſelves are written in 
the Hebrew or Chaldee Language. But 
there are ſeveral Ke and Zatin Writers 
of unqueſtionable Credit, that do quote the 
Places: ſuch as Dr. Hammond, Dr. Light- 
foot, Mr. Selden, Ainſworth, &c. Of theſe 
he ſhewed and lent meTome, and directed 
me to others. They do produce the Words 
of the Jewiſh Writers, name the Book and 
Page, and pive the tranſlation. He lent me 
alle a Book called, The Hiſtory of Infaut- 
Bapriſm, where (as in the Book it ſelf, are 
given the CO of the eldeſt Chriſtians 
concerning their baptizing Infants, ſo) in the 
Introduction, the chief of theſe Places con- 
cerning the Jewiſh Baptiſm are colleRed ; 
and References given to the Books before 
named, and a great many. others, for - any. 
one that will, to find more of the ſamé. 
1 ſpent'two or three Weeks in getting and 
reading theſe Books about the Jewiſh Bap- 

ti 
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tiſm of Proſelytes and their Children, and at 
laſt was fully ſatisfied, that they had ſuch 
a Cuſtom: And I underſtand by a late Book 
of Leo Modena (9), and by ſome other Ac- 
counts, that they have the ſame Cuſtom 
fill, if any Proſelyte come over to them. 
And I found that tho' there was a Diſpute 
(1) between Dr. Hammond on one fide, and 
Mr. Selden and Mr. Tombs (who was the 
moſt Learned of the Antipœdobaptiſts) on 
the other fide, concerning the Children of 
natural Jews, yet they all agree, that the 
Infant-Children of Proſelytes were baptiz'd : 
And that it was a common Phraſe with 
them to call ſuch Infants, Proſelyres, as 
well as their Parents. For they have ſuch 
Sayings as theſe : | bY 
6 If with a Proſelyte, bis Sons and WW" 
his Daughters be made Proſelytes ; that | 
which is done by their Father, redounds 
to their good. And again, 
1 '7 Proſelyte that is under Age, is 
bapitized tipon the Knowledge [or Pro- 
ſeſſion] of rhe Houſe of Fudgment [i. e. the 
Synagogue ar Church of the Place] And 
they become to him a Father. And again, 
An Vraelite that takes à little Hea- 
then Chila, or finds an Heathen Infant, 
and baftizes him for a Proſelyte: Behold 
be isa Proſelyte. Maimon.  Halach. 
Aibaim. c. 8. For it ſeems that was their 


(9 Hiftory of the Jews pare Fo Ch. 1 C6) | ift. 
Introduction f. 3. ( 2) Gemargs Bab. Chetuboth. 6:1, 


(3) Majmen, Il. Bla. c. 13. & 5. 8 NE 
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uſtom with Infant Children whom they 
ither took in War, or found expos'd in the 
iphways by their Heathen Parents. Of 
Which you may ſee more in the foreſaid 
Books. | 

= 2. IfI were ſure of this; it would go a 
Wreat way with me. For ſuch a Cuſtom 
would direct one to another Senſe of our 
aviour's Word, Diſciple, or, make 4 
iiples, than I ſhould otherwiſe have thought 
pf, For putting the Caſe that it was then 
uſtomary to baptizeſuch Infants,and call'em 
Proſelytes, and they were uſually ſaid to be 
made Proſelytes (which ſeems much the 
ame Word as Diſciples) our Saviour's 
ommand in theſe Words ; Go, Diſciple 
pr make Diſciplesall the Nations, baptizing 
hem, would ſeem to me to include the 
nfants as well as others. For a Man is to 
ake Words in that Senſe in which they are 
urrent at the Place and Time in which 
hey are ſpoken. So that it would in that 
aſe, ſeem to me neceſſary that our Saviour, 
he meant they ſhould, in baptizing the 
ations, not baptize Infants, as had been 
ſually done, ſhould have ſaid ſo. 

P. You draw naturally the ſame Conſe- 
uence that Mr. B. urged to me. For when 
had read the foreſaid Books, and owned 
yſelf ſatisfied that there was ſuch a Cu- 
om, he ſaid to me; © Suppoſe an Anti- 
r Congregation ſhould {end one 
of their Teachers to ſome Heathen Ifland, 


52 v8. .0 > 


- with a Commiſſion of theſe Words; Go, 
Di ſciple that 8 baptivs them; 
* — 
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He indeed would not think himſelf com- 
* manded to baptize the Infants, becauſe 
* that was not the Cuſtom of the Church 
* that ſent him. But ſuppoſing a Miniſter 
be ſent — the Church of — with a 
* Commiſhon of the very ſame Words; Go, 
* Diſciple that Nation, and baptize 'em ; 
© would not he think himſelf commanded to 
* baptize the Infants of ſuch as were con- 
« verted and baptized ? I granted he would: 
becauſe that was the known Cuſtom and 
Meaning of the Church that ſent him. 
So ſays he, when the Apoſtles were ſent 
with a Commiſſion given in the ſaid Words; 
What could they think other, but that they 
mult do as had been uſually done in the 
Church where they and their Maſter bad Wt: 
always lived ? 0 

He asked me alſo this Queſtion; Sup- 

ſe our Saviour had bid the Apoſtles, Go, WI 
Diſciple all the Nations, and [inſtead of a 
baptizing had ſaid] circumciſe them; Muſt 
they not have circumciſed the Infants of the Mt} 
Nations as well as the grown Men, tho u. 
there had been no expreſs Mention of In-. 
fants in the Commiſſion 2 I granted it. th 
© 'Then, ſaid he, What is the Reaſon that 
* incaſe Circumcifion had been appointed 
© to the Gentile Nations, it muſt of courſe 
© have been given to Infants? I ſaid ; be- 
cauſe the Apoſtles knew of themſelves, that 
Circumcifion was uſually ous to Infants. 
He defired me to draw the ſame Conſe- 
quence from what the Apoſtles muſt know 
of Baptiſm uſually given to Infants. 1 
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A. I ſhould be almoſt of his Mind, if the 
matter of Fact were certain. But of what 
Credit are thoſe Jewiſh Books that mention 
W this Cuſtom ? 

p. They are ſuch as the Jews own for the 
moſt Authentic they have, except the Bible. 
And not only the Books of particular Men, 
but their Miſua and Talmud (which are 
to them much the ſame as the Book of 
Canons, or the Rubrick are with our Church) 
are fall of theſe Orders about receiving and 

| Wbaptizing Proſelytes; the Men and their 

t children. Now, how fallible ſoever the 

eus were in Judging what is fit to be done; 

yet they cannot fail of being ſufficient Wit- 

e nefſes of the matter of Fact, and able to 


tell what was actually done among them- 
ſelves. 


p A. From what Authorities in Moſes's 
0, (Law did the Jews infer this Neceſſity of 
of Ma Proſelyte's Baptiſm ? 

it p. They reckon that the whole Body of 
he 


their Nation, Men, Women and Infants, 
ho was baptized unto Moſes (not only in the 
In- N Clond and in the Sea, as St. Paul ſays 
they were (4) for the Cloud and Sea covered 
hatſſ Men and Children all alike, but aſſo) juſt 
ted de fore the giving of the Law, in Exod. 19. 
where Moſes is ordered thus, v. 10. Santt;- 
Mie the People to day and to Morrow, &c. 
They hold, that the way by which Moſes 
ſanckified them on thoſe two Days, was by 
waſhing them (for they prove from many 


(4) 1 Cor. 10. , 2. 15 
A "REA places 
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Places of their Law, that by Sanctiſying, is 
often meant Waſping: eſpecially where any 
Man is ſaid to ſanctify other Men.) And 
fince it was commanded in Numb. 15. 16. 
One Law ana one Manner ſhall be for you. i 
and for the Stranger, [or Profelyte] Cc. 
They conclude, that as their own Nation, 
Men, Women and Children, were entered into 
Covenant by the Sanctification of Waſhing or 
Baptiſm ; ſo ought a Proſelyte; and, if he 
will bavehis Children entred, ſo ought they. 

A. Iſeeit is neceſſary to know the Senſe 
in which the Words of any Law were uſed 
at the time when that Law was given. But 
does it not ſeem ſtrange that we ſhould 
have need to recurr to the Jewiſh Talmud 
for ſettling a Point in our Religion ? 

P. You expreſs that queſtion improperly. 
The Point of Proſelyting (or making 
Diſciples) the Nations, is ſettled by Chriſt. 
But fince he was a Jew -by Nation, 
and ſpoke the Phraſes of that Lan- 
guage; what hinders but that we may | 
learn from Jewiſh Books what that Phraſe 
of Proſelyting, or, making Diſciples, did 

then uſually fignify in that Language? One 
of the main Atticles of our Faith, is, that 
Chriſt was crucified: and fince Crucifying 
was a ſort of Death not ordinaril uſed by 
the Jews, but by the Romans, (tor it was 
the common. way by which any Roman 
Slaves, guilty of any notorious Crime, werc 
Executed) we underſtand by Roman Wri- 
ters, what ſort of Death it was, the Cruelty 
ofit, the Form of the Gibbet or Croſs to 


which they were nailed, Cc. more * 
da 5 
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larly than we do by the Words of Scripture. 
And yet no body is ſo filly as to ſay, we 
ground the Belief of that Article upon the 
= Roman Hiſtories. Tis only the Uſe and 
proper Signification of the Word that we 
learn from them. 

A. If this was the meaning of the Word, 
Diſcifling; and this was the Cuſtom to 
make the Infant-Children of Proſelytes, 
= Diſciples, (as well as the Parents) and call 
them ſo, and baptize them; the Rules and 
Conditions of this Diſpute are turned upon 
the Antipœdobaptiſts. For whereas they 
uſeto ſay ; Since Baptiſm was a new Or- 
* dinance inſtituted by Chriſt ; his ſaying 
* nothing of Infants, is a Sign he meant not 
to include em. It will be rather ſaid on 


: * thecontrary ; Since it was no new Ordi- 
F. nance, but a thing that had been uſually 


; Fay to Infants ; his not excepting of In- 

nts, is a Sign he meant not to exclude 
chem.“ So that the Proof will be on em to 
pl ſhew thatInfants are forbidden to bebaptized. 
id P. Lou ſay no more than Dr. Lightfoor 
ne a Man of the greateſt Skill in the Hebrew 
at Cuſtoms and Language) ſays on this (5) Ar- 
no Zument. If Bapriſm and the baptizing 
of Infants had been a new thing, and un- 
as Neard of 7117 John Baptiſt came, as Cir- 
an comciſion was, till God appointed it to 
re Abraham; there would have been, o 
ri- oubt, as expreſs Command for baptiving 
Ity ¶ Haſauts, as there was for circumciſing 


to em. Bur when the baptizing of In- 4 


cu- (5) Harmony on John, 1. 25. | | 
rl | C 3 fants 
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fants was a thing commonly known ana 
Fn. as appears by inconteſtable Evidence 

om their Writers; there need not be 
expreſs Afſertions that ſuch and ſuch Per- 
ſons werexo be the Objects of Baptiſm, &c. 


And in another Book (6) having ſhewn ll 
at large that this was the Cuſtom, he con- 
cludes, T hat ſince it was ordinary in al! 
Ages before, to have Infants baptiv a, 
. Chriſt would have had that Cuſtom abo- 
bea, be would have expreſly forbidden 


it. So that his and the Scriptures ſilence 


iu this matter does confirm and eſtabliſh} 


Infanr-Haptiſin for ever (7). 


And there is a Quotation which Mr. Y. 


ſhewed me from a Chriſtian Writer of the 


eldeſt times, which farther confirms this 


Notion and Meaning of the Word, Diſci- 
Pling, to have been then in common Ute. 
It is from Faſtin Martyr's Apology for the 
Chriſtian Reli 


(I mean a Samaritan Jew) born in the 
Apoſtles times, and converted ta Chriſtia- 
nity about Thirty Years after; And he 
2 there of the continent Life led by 
the Chriſtians, ſays, Several Perſons 4. 
mong usSixty or Seventy years Ola, of bot) 
Sexes, that were diſcipled to Chriſt in 
heir Chil4hood, do continue Virgins. He 
uſes the very ſame Word that is in the Tex 
of St. Matthew; Go, Diſciple the Nation, 
baptiziug them. And this, he ſays, Was 
done to them in their Childhood. 


(6) Her. Heb, on Mat. 3. (7) Hi. Introdu8. 5. 4 


ion to the Emperor AHutoni. 
nus Pius. This Fuftia was himſelf a Jew 
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A. 1 ſhall judge better of this Matter, 
when I read the Books you mention. 
P. Our Saviour alſo Mar. 10. 42. ſpeaks 
of a Cup of cold Water given to one of thoſe 
little ones in the Name of a Diſciple, But 
there is one thing more, you will obſerve, 
if you read the ſaid Books, viz. That the 
ews did commonly call the Baptiſm of ſuch 
a Proſelyte, his (8) Regeneration [| or, be- 
ing born again] and ſo do all the Chriſti- 
ans of thoſe eldeſt times call the Chriſtian 
Baptiſm by that Name, (9) and the ſaid 


% Zuſtin Martyr for one. This puts it be- 
vond all doubt, that our Saviour by thoſe 
7, Words, John 3. 3,5. Except any one be 
1c born again, born of Water, &c. does mean 
1is Baptiſm. For that was the common Phraſe 
j. ¶ for it at that time. | 
ſe, A. This takes off one of the Objections 
he which you ſaid you had againſt applying 
2i- that Text to the Proof of Infant-Baptiſm. 
ew But what ſay you to the other, Zorn of 
he Vater and of the Spirit? How can a ba 


tized Infant be ſaid to be born of th 
he Spirit ? 

P. There are ſome Operations of the 
Holy Spirit, as working actual Faith, Re- 

ntance, Cc. in the Heart, of which an 
nfant indeed, is not capable. But when 
God does apply the Pardon of Original 
Guilt, does transfer a Perſon out of the. 
State of Nature, into the State of Grace and 


8) Hiſt. Introdu#, F. 6. up. . Chap. 
1 8 Dre 2. part 2. 2 — — 
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of the Chriſtian Covenant, dces unite him 
as a Member into the Myſtical Body of 
Chriſt, accept him for his Child, Oc. 
Theſe Things, and theſe Promiſes, arc 
ſpoken of inScripture, as done, ſcaled, and 
e to the Perſon by rhe SHirit. Now 
of theſe latter an Infant is capable. And 
En Baptiſt is ſaid to be filled with the 

oly Ghoſt even from his Mother's Womb. 

And a Perſon that is capable of ſome of 
the great Ends of Baptiſm wrote by the 
Spirit, may be baptized for them, tho' he 

not as yet capable of all the ſeveral Ends 
for which Baptiſm is defigned. For our 
Saviour, who was not capable of Remiſſion 
of Sins, Regeneration, &c. was baptized | 
— the other Ends that Baptiſm is defign'd 
or, 

Mr. . ſhewed me where the chief of 
the Antipœdobaptiſts, (1) Tombs, Danvers, 
&c. do own this Application of Chriſt's 
Spirit to Infants, and God's putting them 
into Chriſt, uniting them to him by his 
Holy Spirit. And the Ancients do ſpeak 
at the ſame rate (2). 0 

A. Then 'tis in this Senſe, 1 ſuppoſe, ( 
that the Church of England gives thanks 
to God, That it has pleaſed him to re- r 
82 the baptized Infant with his 

oly Spirit, to receive him for his own WM* 
Child by Adoption, and to incorporate II 
him into his holy Church. 

PH. Yes, doubtleſs. 


(i) Hift. part 2. Ch, VI. F. 1. (a) H. part 1. 
Ch, XV. Sett. 5. F. 9. | 4 
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A. But will not this Text ſo cleared 
from the Objections, and underſtood thus 
[That except any Perſon, Man, Woman or 
Child, be baptized, they cannot enter into 
the Kingdom of God] prove too much, in 
your Senſe, in reſpect, of ſuch Infants as by 
ſome unavoidable Accident do miſs of 
Baptiſm. 

p. Not more than it does now in your 
Senſe, being underſtood of all grown Per- 
ſons ; many of whom do, after they have 
reſolved to receive Baptiſm, miſs of it by 
ſudden Death, Se. All ſuch Texts of 
Scripture are to be underſtood with an 
Allowance, viz. That ſuch or ſuch an Or- 
dinance is appointed by God as the or 4in4- 
„ Means, (3) or ordinary Condition of 
Salvation : Not that we are to bind God 
to the Means that he has bound us to. As 
in the Caſe of Circumciſion omitted, tho' 
the Rule were as peremptory as this; That 
iu ſbali be cut off: Yet where his Provi- 
\k dence made it impracticable, he did not 

execute the Penalty; and yet in ordinary 
ſe, Caſes the Rule ſtood firm. 
10 A. I think the Antipœdobaptiſts gene- 
-o- rally have in this Reſpect, the moſt chari- 
his table ee of any. They (moſt of em, 
on all of them, except ſuch as pry into the 
e Decrees of Election and Reprobation) are 
very pofitive that all Children (dying in 
Infancy) baptized or not, born of Parents 
godly or ungodly, Chriſtians, Turks, or 
eathens, do go to Heaven. 


(3) Hif, part 2. Chᷣ. V. F. 7, 8. 
[4 65 7 p. 
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P. This were to good Purpoſe, if the 
28 of Heaven were at their diſpo- 


ng. 

But if we have no Promiſe of God, it is 
not a Promiſe of Man that will keep us 
from Deſpair. I remember a Saying of St. 
Auſtin (a) againſt the Pelagians (who de- 
nied any Original Sin in Infants, and ſaid, 
if Infants died unbaptized, they might be 
faved, i. e. bein ſome good Place hereafter, 
tho' not in the Kingdom of Heaven) Let u 
not of our own Heads promiſe any Eternal i 
Salvation to Infants without the Bajp- i 
tiſm of Chriſt, which the holy Scripture, 
that is to be preferred to all human Wit, 
does not promiſe. 

A. What made theſe Pelagians ſay, 
They ſhould not go to Heaven, and yet be Wi 
in ſome other good Place? bY 

P. They ſaid They ſhould be in ſome 
good Place, as having no Sin. But they 
did not dare ſay, They ſhould go to Heaven, | 
except They were .baptized ; becauſe our 
Saviour had given that Rule laſt men- 
tion d; Except any one be born of Ma. 
„ 

A. Then they judged that that Text does t 
include Infants and all. 1 

p. No Chriſtianat that time made any 
doubt (5) of that. Suppoſe you have f 
Child that is like to die, and ſome adviſe 
you to pray for its Soul, and others diſſwade * 
ſaying; All Children are ſa ved, whether P 


(4) Hiff. part 1. Ch. Fl. $. 5. (5) 164d. 5. 4. 
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you pray for them or not : Which would 
you count the moſt Charitable of theſeꝰ 
A. I ſhould take the Counſel of thoſe 
chat adviſed me to pray. 

P. Do the ſame in reſpect of thoſe that 
adviſe you to baptize it. For you ſee that 
in both theſe Texts, that of Matt. 28. 19. 
and this of hn 3. 5. our Saviour's Words 

are general and univerſal; All the Na- 
„ions; Every Perſon : And that the Rea- 

ſons which the Anti pœdobaptiſts bring, 
hy Infants ſhould not be meant as well as 
„others, do fail of Proof. Therefore it is 
good to be ſure: and take the Advice of 
the Judicious Mr. Hooker; (6) If Chriſt 
bimſelſ, who giveth Salvation, do require 
=—_ priſm; it is not for us that look for 
8 S1/vation, to ſound and examine him 
whether unbaptized Men. may be ſaved 
[by Men he means any Perſons of human 
Nature : for he is there ſpeaking of In- 
fant-Baptiſm] but ſeriou/ly to do the thing 
that 1s required, and religiouſly to fear 
wy 3 which may grow by the want 
thereof. 

A. But they ſay, they do not promiſe 
des this of their own Head. Our Saviourſpeak- 
ing of little Children, Mark 10. 14. ſays; 
of ſuch is the Kingdom of Heaven. There- 
fore all Children go to Heaven. 
iſe P. He ſays ; Of ſuch is the Kingdom of 
.de Heaven. Which proves that they are ca- 
her pable of going to Heaven: and that many 


(6) HiF, part 2. Ch, V1, 5. Io x 
Infants 
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Infants do go thither. But he adds at the 
ſame place : Therefore ſuffer them to come 
to me, and forbid [or withhold] them nor. 
And fince our Saviour is now preſent with 
us. only in his Ordinances and Sacraments, 
what way have we to bring our Children to 
him, as he orders, but by Baptiſm to offer 
and dedicate them to Bim And here 1 
would ask you one Queſtion ; They ſay 
that all Children, Heathen's Children, and 
all, go to Heaven. Do they judge that Hea- 
ven 1s their natural Portion, as being human 
Creatures, and becauſe they are born of 
buman Race ? Or that they have it by the 
Merits and Purchaſe of Chriſt and his 
Death ? 

A. Oh! by Chriſt. They do not offer 
to ſay that the Kingdom of Heaven is given 
to any human Creature, but only for the 
ſake of Chriſt's Merits. | 

P. Now does it not ſeem to you ſtrange, 
that the Children of Heathen Men, of ſuch 
Men as are without Chriſt (as St. Pa 
ſays, Zph.2. 12.) and ſtrangers from the 
Covenants of Promiſe, having no Hope, 
and without God in the World, ſhould 
have an equal Intereſt in Chriſt with the 
Children of Chriſtians, who do offer and 
dedicate both themſelves and their Children 


to Chriſt? And that there ſhould be no 


more Promiſe to a good Chriſtian for his 
Children, than there is to the Children of 
Pagans ? St. Paul, having told the Fpheſians 
that they had been ſuch Strangers from the 
Cevenapt, &c. ſays in the next Words; But 

| now 


3 a —k_ 1 — RY % —_— —— 


ow in Chriſt Jeſus, you who were ſome 
me far off, are made nigh by the Blood 
Chriſt. But it ſeems they had been nigh 
nce before, viz. in their Infancy. Pray 
ell me. Do they count ſuch Infants Mem- 
bers of Chriſt, united to him, Parts of his 
Body the Church, redeemed by him, in- 
luded in his Covenant and Purchaſe ? 


br any Infants are Members of the Church. 
or that would prove that they muſt be 
baptiz d; Baptiſm being the Entrance 
Into the Church. And what they would 
ay to your other Words, Members of his 
Body, United, Redeem'd, Covenant, Pur- 
haſe, &c, I know not, (I believe ſome of 
hem would ſay one thing, and ſome ano- 
nher) bat that they are ſaved by him, they 
1c Way. 
5. The Scripture calls the Church, his 
e, Body: (7) and him the Saviour (8) of the 
:h Body: But that he ſhould be the Saviour 
„of any that are not of his Body, is beſide 
ve che Scripture. And that alſo puts every 
be, Wwhere a great difference between being in 
1d ¶ Criſt on one fide, and of the World, or 
1c without Chriſt, or in the Kindom of Dark- 


id eh, on the other. But that one Place 


en Wot St. Paul, 1 Cor. 7. 14. does moſt expreſly 
no ſhew the different State of ſome Infants 


1is from that of others; for he puts a Caſe in 


of which heir Children would be unclean : 
215 but 070, ſays he, they are holy. 


ut (7) Eph. 1. _ (8) Ibid. 5. 22. 


0W —_ 
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A. They do not ſay, that ſuch Infants, 
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in Unbelief. Nor do I find the Words ever 


A. 1 wiſh we had a good Comment on 
that Text. I muſt frankly own to you, that 
I am not very well ſatisfied with the Expo. 
fiton which thoſe of our Opinion give of it; 
That St. Paul perſwading there the Man 
that had an unbelieving Wife, not to put 
her away, becauſe ſhe an Unbeliever i; 
ſo ſanQify'd by him a Believer, that the 
Children are holy, ſhould mean no more 
than this; That they are not Baſtards. For 
I do not ſee that they would have been 
Baſtards, if both the Parents had continued 


ſo uſed, that Holy ſhould ſignify Leg iti. 
mate; or that Unclean, when pores to 
Holy, (as it is here) ſhould fignify Baſtard. 
Nor does that ſeem to have been the Doubt, 
or Queſtion put by theſe People to St. 
Paul; Whether the Uſe of the Marriage 
Bed did in ſuch caſe continue Lawful, and 
the Iſſue Legitimate : but whether the con- 
tinuing of Cohabitation were aduiſable, con- 
ſidering the Danger of being drawn to Ido- 
latry, and the Abomination which the Hea- 
then Husband muſt have of his Wife's wor- 
ſhipping of Chriſt, or the Chriſtian Husband 
of his Wife's worſhipping of Idols in the 
ſame Houſe : and confidering that St. Paul 
had before written to them (9) nor to com- 
pany with Fornicators, Taolaters, &c. 

P. If one read the Place attentively from 
ver. 12, to 16. he ſhall plainly perceive 9 
(what you ſay) that the Query which they Þ jj 


ASTD A >More > > - oo SS VR 


(9) x Cor. 5. 9, 10. 1 al 
had 
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ad written to St. Paul about this matter, 
as not of Lawfut or Unlawful ; but of 
xpedient, or Tuexpearent. For they had 
nt to him ſeveral Queries about ſeveral 
atters, as appears at ver. 1. Now con- 
erning the things whereof you wrote ro 


e. | 

Some of their Queries had been about 
he Lawfulneſs or Sinfnlneſs of ſome 
things. And to them St. Paul anſwers not 
by way of his Advice, but by the Aurhori- 
ry of Chriſt 3 as at ver. 10. I command; 
wer not I, but the Lord. 

But to this Queſtion, of Cohabitation in 
aſe of different Religions, he anſwers in 
another ſtrain; To theſe ſpeak J, not 
the Lord. And his Advice is not abſolute 
neither : for he adviſes the continuance of 
dwelling together only in caſe the unbeliev- 
ing Party be willing. If any Brother i. e. 
any Man that has embraced Chriſtianity] 
hath a Wife that believeth not, and ſhe be 
pleaſed to dell with him, let him not put 
her away: and the Woman that has a 
Husband that believeth not, and if he be 


d pleaſed to awell with her, &c. Now this 
nc is what he would never have ſaid, if the 
ul Queſtion had been of Zawfu/ or Sinful : 
. as, Whether the unbelieving Woman would 


have been in the State of an Harlot to a 
Chriſtain Husband, or the Children ſo be- 
gotten, Baſtards. For the Willingneſs of - 
ey the unbelieving Party to cohabit, would not 
in ſuch a Caſe have mended the matter at 
all. For a willing Harlot that is pleaſed 

| 20 
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to dwell with a Man, is as bad, if not 1 
worſe, Harlot than one that is over perſwaded 
againſt her Will ; and the Children as much 
Baſtards. : 

And beſides: How could a Man that had 
had ſeveral legitimate Children by his Wife, 
whilſt they were both Heathens, fall into a 
Doubt that thoſe that ſhould be born to 
him aſter he became a Chriſtian, would bc 
Baſtards merely, becauſe ſhe would not be- 
come a Chriſtian too? 

A. I am perſwaded, as I ſaid, That St, 
Paul means ſomething more by Sanftifres, 
Unclean, and Holy. But what he means 
I cannot tell. For the Interpretation given 
by the Peœdobaptiſts of Holy, i. e. 
Federally Holy, or, in Covenant with 
Goa, is tar-fetcht too. It makes St. Par! 
prove a thing that was obſcure by a thing 
that is more obſcure, I worn!d not hav: 
you part. The unbelieving Wife is ſauti- 
fied by the believing Husbaua, ſo that the 
Children which ſhe ſhall bear to him ſhall, 
be in Covenant. In what Covenant do they 
mean, in a State of Salvation ? 

P. Some explain it ſo : in the Covenant 
of Grace. But ſome others (who will not 
allow that a Child who after proves wicked, 
ever was ina State of Salvation) do, by 
Covenant Holineſs, mean only a Right to 
Church-Privileges ; every one that is a 
Member of the vifible Church, has a Right 
to Church-Privileges, - and ſo is Holy in 
that reſpect; tho' every ſuch Member is 
not in a Stateof Salvation, And from the 

| Child's 
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hild's having that Covenant Holineſs, 
hey conclude its Right to the Seal of the 
ovenant. 

Vou cannot deny that this ſenſe of the 
'ord Holy, is much more agreeable to 
e general Uſe of that word in Scripture, 
han the other. Holy, i. e. belonging to 
od, accepted of Goa, ſet apart to God. 
And Unc/ean, i. e. out of Covenant with 
o, is a very common Uſe of the Word. 
Icts 10. 28, Rom. 11. 16. 

A. Pray, how did Mr. B. expound this 
ext to you ? : 

P. Heconfeſt there have been various In- 
retations of it, But that which ſeemed 


er 
en kim more natural, plain and agreeable to 
„ee Scope of St. Paul there, than any of 
Fo heſe new ones, is that which, he ſaid, was 
Wot current among the ancient Chriſtians, 
> And I alſo do think it fo, fince I have con- 
* Hidered and compared it with the Text: 
„Put I confeſs at firſt it ſeemed very new to 
Pe ne, becauſe the Senſe in which we have 
1! Ween us'd, in theſe late times, to take Words, 
© Woes prejudice us againſt any other; tho 


any times that other do upon ſearch ap- 
pear to be the ancient ſenſe of them, 
% A. What was his Interpretation, which 
you ſay is the ancient one ? 
by P. Firſt he obſerved to me, that the Word 
to Which is there tranſlated [7s /an&ified] is 
n the Original [Las been ſanttiied)] (1). 


(1) Hiſt. part 1. Ch. XI. S. 11. 
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A U have ſeen many on both fides recite 
it ſo, But how then came our Tranſlators 
to alter the Tenſe ? 

P. The Properties of Languages are, it 
ſeems, ſuch, that that is ſometimes neceſſary, 
when the Senſe requires it : And they 
thought, it ſeems, that it required it here. 
But ſoit is in the Original: Au unbelieving 
Husband has been ſanctißed by his Wife: 
And an unbelieving Wife has been * 
fied by her Husband, &c. And by this the 
Ancients underſtand [has been converted, 
or, F to receive the Chriſtian Faith 
and Baptiſm] or, as St. Paul expreſſes it 
in the verſe next but one, has been ſaved by 
her. So in 1 Cor. 1.1, 2. To thoſe that 
at Corinth are ſanctiea [or, (as it is there 
alſoin the Original) have been ae 
called to be Saints, i. e. to all that have 
embraced Chriſtianity there: or, have been 
baptized : for the Word, ſanctißy a, is by. 
all Old Chriftian Writers frequently uſed // 
for Baptized. 7 

A. Well. Suppoſe it to be ſo : The un 
believing party has oftentimes been con- 
verted by the believing party. This in- 
deed agrees well with St. Paul's Scope: 
For he is there perſwading them to ſtay with 
their unbelieving Partners on account of 
this hope, and 'tis the ſame encouragement 
that he uſes, v. i6. What knoweſt thou, Ob 
Wife, whether thou ſhalt ſave thy Hus 
band? &c, But ſtill I don't ſee how this 
gives much Light to what follows; EI 
were your Children unclean: but now the) 
are holy. 
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P. You muſt note that the Word here 
ranſlated [40/y] is in St. Paul's Epiſtles, 
when *tis applied to Perſons) far oftner 
ranſlated, Saints: however they happened 
ere to tranſlate it, Holy. And that Word, 
Faints, was in the ſame uſe then, as the 
Vord Chriſtians is with us. As in the 
reed, The communion of Saints is nothin 

Iſe but the communion of Chriſtians. And 
St. Paul's direction of his Epiſtles, To all 
be Saints at ſuch a place, is as much as 
o ſay; To all the Chriſtians there. And 
he Word that he uſes here, which we read, 
poly, is the — ſame that in the Creed, 


»y nd in the Directions aforeſaid of St. Paul's 
at Epiſtles, is tranſlated Saints. | 

re A. Now I begin to underſtand your 
4reaning: The unbelieving party is gene- 
ver prevailed on by the believing party. 
en Niere it not ſo; the Children of ſuch 
by {Marches would be brought up to Heathen- 


ſm : But now we ſeo they are generally 
made Chriſtians, or Saints, This is what 
n-. ou underſtand St. Paul to ſay. 
. P. You take it right, He would have 
in- them ſtay with their Partners that did not 
e: {yet believe: and perſwades them thus; Tr 
ithMequeutly has been obſerved, that an un- 
ofbelieving Husband has been ſanctiſed, or, 
ent org ht to rhe Faith, aud ſo to Baptiſm, 
Ob Rey his Wife: And likewiſe au unbelteving 
us MVife by her Husbana. Were it not ſo, 
this that the Faith of the one did generally 
e Prevail againſt the Infidelity of the other: 
heyf8'be Children of ſuch of you as are ſo 
match'd, 
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matched, wonld be generally kept un. 
baptized, and ſo be unclean. But now 
wwe ſee, by the Grace of Goa, a contrary 
Effect: For they are generally baptized, 
ana ſo become holy Saints, or, Sahttified, 
(2)*Tis much the ſame Advice that 87. 
Peter gives to Women that had unbelieving 
Husbands, 1 Per. 3. 1. That if any obey 
not the Word, they may be won by the 
Converſation of the Wife, &c- 

A. Do they think that St. Paul means; 
ſuch Children are now, we ſee generally, 
Baptiv'd. 

. Yes. The term Saints is not given 
in the New Teſtament but to baptiz'd Per- 
ſons. They called no other by the Name 
of Saints, or Brethren. 

A. This fits your Purpoſe indeed. This 
was all you wanted; that there ſhould be in 
Scripture mention of any Infant baptized, 
I am apt to doubt that this Interpretation 
has been invented to ſerve a Turn by ſome 
Pœdobaptiſt that was puzzled with that 
Objection of the Antipœdobaptiſts, that 
there is no Example of it in Scripture: 
Not that it has come naturally into the 
Mind of any Reader; but on that Occaſion. 

P. Ican, as it happens, cure your doubt. 
For there are upon Record, ſeveral (3) Com- 
mentaries of ancient Chriſtian Writers upon 
this Text, who do expound it much to this 


(2) Hip. part 1. Ch. XI. S. 11. Pare 2. Ch. X. 
§. 3. pag. 378. (3) Hiſt. part 1. Ch. XIX. S. 19. 


Pur- 
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Purpoſe. And I have noted down the Words 
of two of them that lived 1300 Year ago, 
and had never heard of any Antipœdobap- 
tiſt, who do explain it juſt in the Senſe that 
I mention'd. I will, if you pleaſe, ſhew 
you their oẽnn Words. 

A: How do you know, firſt, that they 
had never heard of any Antipœdobaptiſt? 
This muſt have been within 300 Years of 
the Apoſtles time. Nas a 

P. They do both of em ſay at other 
places of err Books that they never did. 

A. Now this looks very odd. How 
ſhould Men that liv'd at a time, when no 
Antipœdobaptiſt had been ever heard of, 
come to ſay in their Books that they never 
heard of any? What gave them Occaſion 
to ſpeak of it then? 

They diſputed about Original Sin, as 
| told you before. The Pelagians ſaid 
there is no ſuch thing. St. Aſtin Laid ; 
why then are Infants baptized, if they have 
no Sin? They anſwered, (4) It was, that 
they might be ſanctiſy'd [or made Saints] 
in Chriſt. St. Auſtin ſaid, He had never 
before met with any Chriſtian, Churchman 
or Sectary, (that owned the Scriptures) nor 
read any Chriſtian Writer, who taught any 
other Doctrine, but that Infants are to be 
baptized for pardon of Sin. From whence 
it is my conſequence, that much leſs had he 
heard or read of any that denied that they 
are to be baptized at all. 


(4) Hiſt, part 1. Ch, AA. 5. 17. 


De- 
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Pelagius was reproached byſome People, 
that by denying Original Sin in Infants, he 
did deny any neceſſity of Baptiſm to them. 
He anſwered in a rage; (5) That the thing 
which they accuſe him of ſaying, was a thing 
that he never heard any Man, no not any 
impious Seftary, ſay. For who, ſays he, 
is ſo ignorant of what is read in the Goſ- 
pel (meaning John 3. 5.) as to hinder In. 
fants from being baptized, aud born ag ain 
in Chriſt, and to make them miſs of the 
Kingdom of Heaven? For tho' he thought 
a Child dying unbaptized would have no 
puniſhment, as having no Sin; yet he 
thought it could not come to Heaven, as 
having no Intereſt in Chriſt. 

A. Did not Tertullian live before theſe 
Men? 

P. Tes. He did. | 

A. Then how is this Senſe ? They never 
heard of any one that ever was againſt In- 
fant-Baptiſm : and we know he gave his 
Opinion againſt it (6). 

P. You obſerve right, It muſt be con- 
cluded that they had never ſeen (5) his 
Book of Baptiſm : For he having revolted 
to Hereſy ; his Books were not much read 
by Churchmen : And that Obſervation of 
theirs, that there had been none before their 
time of that Opinion, does not hold, with- 
out an Exception of that one Man. (7) But 


(s) Hip. part 1. Ch. XIX. $. 30. (6) Hf. part 


1, Ch. IV, . 5. (7) Hift- port 2, cb. X $. 2, #0 5. | 


even 


about Infant-Baptiſm. 49 
even he, in the trueſt Editions (8), ſpeaks a- 
gainſt the uſe of it only at ſuch times, when 
there is no urgent Neceſſity by the Child's 
being in danger of Death. 

2 Well. What is the Comment on this 
Text, gi ven by thoſe two Men? | 

P. You ſhall have it in their own Words. 
St. Auſtin ſets down the Texts; (9) An um- 
believing Husband has been ſanfified 
[ſo he reads it; and ſo it is in the Original] 
by His believing Wife: Aud an unbeliev- 
ing Wife by her believing Husband. And 
on that gives this Comment; I ſuppoſe it 
had then happened, that ſeveral Wives 
had been brought to the Faith by their be- 
lieving Husbanas, and Husbanas by their 
believing Wives. And tho he does not 
mention their Names, yet he makes uſe of 
heir Example, to confirm his Aavice. 
Then he ſets down the reſt of the Text, 
elſe were your Children unclean; but now 
they are holy, [or, Saints] And gives this 
Comment. For there were then Chriſti an 
Infants that were ſanttified, [or made 
holy, or Saints | ſome by the Authority of 
one their Parents; ſome by the Conſent 
of both : Which would not be, if as ſoon 
as one party believed, the Marriage were 
aiſſolvea; and the Infidelity of the parties 
were not borne with, till there were an 
opporrunity of believing. By an Infant's 
being ſanktiſed by the Authority of its 


8) Part 1. Ch. I. F. 8. Part 2.Ch.Il. f. 5. 
9 Hift. port 1. Ch, XY. $. 2. 
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Parents, can be meant nothing but its being 
baptized; And the Word Santtifes,. is a 
common Word with him for Baptized. _ 

Pelagius wrote a Comment on both the 
Epiſtles to the Corinthians. And on that 
Text makes this Comment; (ö) There 
were by this time Examples, both of Men 
whom their Wives, and of Women who 
their Husbands, had gained over roChriſt ; 
and of Infants concerning whom the Chri. 
ſtian Deſire even of one of their Parents 
had prevailea that they ſhout, be made 
Chriſtians. 

A. This is indeed as you explain it. Bit 
did not Mr. B. own to you that ſome of the 
Ancients expound the 'Text otherwiſe? _ 

P. He did own that there are ſome (2) 
that make no more of it than the Antipce- 
dobaptiſts do. But that the moſt, and 
thoſe the moſt Ancient, do underſtand it 
of baptiſmal Holineſs. 

A. Are there any more Texts of Scrip- 
ture, or Arguments that he produced to 
you ? 

PH. Yes ſeveral. But the time will not 
allow to mention any more than the heads 
of things to you. By referring me to 
many Texts where Circumciſion is men- 
tion'd, and many where Baptiſm is men- 
tion'd, he made it plain to me, that Bap- 
tiſm ſerves to the — uſe and purpoſe 
now, that Circumcifion did to the Jewiſh 
Church: to confirm the Truth of the Pro- 


(1) BiP. part 1. Ch, XIX. » 19. (a) 1 N 
| miſes 
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miſes on God's part, and inſtate the par- 
taker in the Privi of the Church of 
God, and to denote the Obligation of the 
Party (if he lives) to Faith and Obedi- 


ence. . | 
That Baptiſm is à Seal of the Covenant, 
which is for Subſtance the ſame Covenant 
that was eſtabliſhed then: and therefore 
that God's Command to give the Seal in 
Infancy-then, does continue a Command to 
us, and is a ſufficient Declaration of his 
Will to us now, unleſs he had ſomewhere | 
declared an Alteration of his Will in that 
regard. | | I 
That the Seal ſhould be given indiffe- 
rently to all Nations, and to both Sexes, 
did need a particular Declaration (becauſe 
chat was otherwiſe in the Caſe of Circum- 
cifion.) And that is accordingly particu- 
© Wiarly declared by St. Paul, Gal. z. 28. 
where ſpeaking of Baptiſm, he ſays, there 
is in reſpect of it neither Few nor Greek, 
Bona nor Free, Male nor Female, i. e. 
there is no difference between them: but 
that there ſhould be neither youre nor 011, 


ls needed no Declaration, becauſe that was a 
® ruled Caſe before in the Uſe (both of Jewiſh 
u. Paptiſm, of which we ſpoke before, and) 


of Circumcifion it ſelf, It was a known 
4 hing all along before, in the Covenant as 
„ ewas made with Abraham, and renewed 
o Moſes. There was need of an expreſs 
Prohibition, if Infants, that had ever been 
Members of the vifible Church and People 
7 God, had been now to be excluded, Eſpe- 
a D 9 cially 
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cially when St. Peter, perſwading the Jews 
to Chriſtianity and Baptiſm, tells them; 
Acts z. 25. Te arethe Children of tb Co- 
verrant which God made with our Father 
 &c.' Now that Covenant had ever includ- 
ed Infants: and therefore when be ſays 
again, Acts 2. 39. Repent and be baptized, 
&c. Pla the Promiſe i to you an your 
Chitaren,- &c. It follows, that they were 
{till to ha ve a Covenant including Infants : 
or elſe it would have been a Covenant altered 
much to the worſe in that reſpect; if the 
ws, when they became Chriſtians, were 
to loſe the Advantage of having their Child- 
ren admitted as Church Members by Cir- 
eumciſion, and have nothing ſubſtituted for 

em inſtead thereof. ; 

A. We grant that Baptiſm does reſemble 
Circumciſion in many Uſes of it, a Seal, an 
Entrance into the Church, Cc. But ſo did 
many other things, the Ark of Noah, the 
Sea, the Cloud, G.. And therefore your 
Conſequence, that it is to be applied to the 
ſame Perſons as Circumciſion was, is not 
very plain, unleſs you could ſhew from 
Scripture that it is appointed by Chriſt to 
be to us in the ſtead or place of Circumci- 
fion; | 

P. The Scripture does ſay that, in effect 
when in Coloff. 2. 1, 12, it calls Baptiſm 
the Circumciſion of Chriſt: or (as it would 
more intelligibly and more agreeably to the 
. Senſe of St. Paul be rendered, and is in ſe- 
vera! Tranſlations render'd) he 9 0 

2 | | if 
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Cineummaiſ qu, (3) i. e. the Sacrament which 
e b he to us inſtead of Cir- 
. othat Text, and expound it. 
, Ihe Coloſſi aus were going to-make 
two Additigns to the Chriſtian Religion. 
One was the. Worſhip of Angels, taught by 
the Philoſophers; the other, Circumcifion, 
taught hy the Jews. St. Paul at ver. 8, 9, 
10. ſhews that the firſt was needleſs; for 
dat having Chriſt, they were compleat in 
him, who is the Head of all Angels. And 


at ver. 11, 12, 13. that the other was need- 
less too: For in Chriſt, ſays he, you are 
. WH cironmerſes, &c. by the Circumciſion of 
r  Clharifh, buried with him in Baptiſm, &c. 
He cannot mean (4) that cap apes circum- 
ciſed by that Action by which Chriſt in his 
Infancy was circumciſed. He muſt mean 
By that which Chriſt has appointed for, 
or inſtead of, Circumciſion to a Chriſtian. 
And here if St. Paul had meant this as 
applicable to the grown Men only amongſt 
— and not to the Children; might 
they not reaſonably have objected ; *Zis 
true, we have Baptiſm inſtead of Circum- 
ciſion ; But what have our Children ? No- 
thing at all. | 
ec You'll find (5) all the ancient Chriſtians 
iſm call Baptiſm, the Sprrizual Circumciſion, 
the Ciraumciſiou done without Hands, the 
Chriſtigus Circumciſion, our Circumci- 
on, &. | 


(3) HIP. part 1. Ch. II. S. 2. (4) 74. (5) mit.  ® 
dart 1. 42 2. Ch. 6, F. 10.Ch, XIp; (4) * 
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Don't you remember how angry ſome 
Jews, that had lately received the Chriſtian 
Faith, were with Sec. Paul, Acts 21. 21. 
For that they had heard that he taught all 
the Jews that were among the Gentiles, that 
they ought not to circumciſe their Children? 
Hew much more, think you, would they 
have objected it to him, if he had taught 
em that they ought not to baptize them nei- 
ther? And fince we do not find that they 
objected that to him; we have reaſon to 


conclude that he never taught ſo. | 

A. But neither do we find on the other 
fide, that St. Paul made that Apology: to 
em, that they had Baptifm inſtead of it. - 
D. You don't read it there. But you do 
in the aforeſaid place of his Letter to the 
Coloſſians (who were troubled with that fort 
of Judaizing Chriſtians) that they had the 


Chriſtian Circumciſion, v/z. Baptiſm,. 


Does not he in his Epiſtle to the Romans, 
Ch. II. v. 17. tell the Gentiles that had em- 


braced the Faith, that they were now graffed- 


iuto the Olive-Tree from which the unbe- 
lieving Jews were cut off, and did partałe 
of the: Root aud Fatueſꝭ of the Oltvectree; 
i. e. of all the Privileges which the Jewiſh 
Church had ? And does he not ſay, Gal. 3. 
14s that he Bleſſings of Abraham is come 
on the Gentiles? And was not that a great 
part of it, to have their Children admitted 
into the Covenant, and into the Privileges 
of.the Church and People of God? And 
this Privilege, of bringing in their Infants, 
had been ever granted to ſuch Gemiles 83 
wit | 1 


. 
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didembrace the Jewiſh Religion: as was 
r.. ere tans ont ov hb 

A. But as ſoon as ohn Baptiſt came 
baptizing, this Privilege was declared to be 
abrogated. For he ſaid to the Phariſees 
and Saddubees that came to be baptized; 
T hink not to ſuy within your ſelves, «ve 
haue Abraham to o Father. They muft 
ſnew perſonal Fruits of Repentance, if they 
would be baptiz d, Marth. z. 7, 8, 9. 

P. Was this Caſe of theirs any thing like 
that of Infants? Theſe were a Generation 
of Vipers, that had by their actual Sins and 

riſies forfeited all the Covenant Right 
which they originally had: and had great 
need of actual Repentance. This does not 
gent Infant would have been ſo 
bat back. U an e eb 

A. None could be ſent back where none 
came or were brought: as we do not read 
that any Infants at all were brought to him. 
PV. Tis true: there is no expreſs men- 
tion of any: nor could it well be 
in an Account that is ſo ſhort in all. But 
if you will read the Books I mention'd, of 
the Jewiſh Baptiſm, you will find that they 
prove it to have been ſo ordinary a thing, 
and practiſed of courſe; for People that came 
to Baptiſm to bring their Children with em, 
that they take it for granted thatthoſe that 
came to ohn, did ſo: and that theReaſfon'! 
it is not mentioned, is, becauſe it was 2 
Practice ſo ordinarily known at that time, 
that there was no need to mention it: as 
for the ſame Reaſon you. may read in the 


56 A Conference” hefivers vo Men 
Old Teſtament the Hiſtory of Five hühdred 
Years together without any mention f any 
inn een, 894% ee 
St. "Ambroſe, who ved 16" near thoſe 
times, that he might enquire of the Jews 
their Cuſtoms, and know much better han 
we, ſpeaks of (5) the Infants baptized 
Dy John Baptiſt : and ſo does St. Aſtin 
after him. Now ſince twas ſo ordinary 
to bring Infants ; if St. 7o%hn had rejected 
'em, that would have becn as proper to ha ve 
been recorded as the Hiſtory of his rejeting 
the Phariſees. e 
A. I will, God willing, read thoſe Books 
of Baptiſm uſed by the Jews. Por matters 
of Fact are more material to direct one in 
the right Underſtanding of a Practice, than 
theſe Arguments from the Reaſon bf che 
thing; which may, I fee, be bandied to and 
fro eternally. Had yon any other Argu- 
ments from Mr. B? © „ 205" hes 
P. He bad me confider how many Ab- 
ſurdities do follow by Conſequences from 
the Antipeedabaptiſfts Opinion. As, if an 
Infant cannot be a Church- member, or one 
of the Church; then Chrift in his Infanc 
was out of his own Church: neither Head, 
nor Part of it. He bad me imagine St.! 
Peter, when heexhorted his Nation to turn 
Chriſtians, ſpeaking thus to them; Tom and 
voumn Cbilaren baus been hitherto in Cove- 
nan. But noed if you will believe in 
Chriſt, you your ſelves ſhall have the Pri- 
een dt ee B14 {>\ 
(9) Hf. part 1. Ch, Vfl. K 
. | Ihe. 4 vileges 


„ 
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wileges.of ehe Covenant in a higher 4egree : 
bur your: Children ſball be in no better 
Condition than the Pagan World; out o 
"any Church- Covenant. And ſo that their 
coming into a better Condition, put their 
Children into a worſe. That Chriſt came 
to dipoſſeſs Infants of their Covenant Right. 
That if Chriſt were now on Earth, and we 
brought an Infant to him; he would receive 
and embrace him: and he will now receive ' 
ſuch into his Kingdom of Heaven. But 
if we bring him to be admitted into his 
Church, or myſtical Body, he will reject 
him for his Incapacity. That he that has 
now his Angel in Heaven (6). beholding the 
Face of God, is not worthy to have his 
Guardian or Sponſor in the Church on 
Earth. That in ſo many Families (/) men- 
tioned in Scripture to have been baptized 
(ſuch an one and all his) there were no 
Children. That all the Chriſtian World 
ſhould be in an Error, Proteſtants, Papiſts, 
Greek Church, all the (8) National Churches 
in the World ; and they only in the Right. 
May we not ſay with St. Paul, x Cor. 14. 
36; What ? came the Word of Go# out from 
you? or came it unto you only? Or, as he 


ſays, Chap. 11.16, If any Man ſeem to be 


contentious, we have no ſuch Cuftom, nei- 
ther the Churches of Goa. | 


A. Theſe conſequential Proofs of a ning | 


are in Doctrines of Morality, Oc. of Y 


(6) Matt. 18.10. (7) 4s 16. 15, 35. 1 Cor. 
1. 16. (8) Hif. part 2. Ch.F1IL, at A 17 1775 
\ pada: e. 


338 A,Conforence between two Men 
Vſe. But you know what the Atipce 
baptiſts ys That. . 75 

ive Iuſtitutiau s are ta expect direct: Or- 
ders, and are to keep cloſe ta th Letten. 
mY Fn + They, are: in this. Ref; „ the moſt 

| ünſair „Arguers in the World When awe 
produce the Poſitive Iuſtituiion, Diſciple fa 
ie Nations, Weng em, they cannot 
deny but in the Literal and -Grammatical 

Senſe Infants ate part of the Nations, as 
well as Kings, Cc. (who are no more par- 
ticularly named than Infants are.) And when 
we bring, Qhrift's poſitive Determination; 
N perſon that is not horn 75 Vater, can 
enter, & c. They own that Infants are Per- 
ſons. But then they come with their Proofs 
by Conſequence from other Places, that we 
muſt in all Reaſon except Infants.. And 
vetayhen we uſe the ſame Method in an- 

 1weting; any Place that they bring; then 
Conte quences are nothing. Can they think 

that 1 that in reading his Word 
we ſhouldſuperſede; all Uſe of our Under- 
ſtagding ? „ 

For Baptiſm it ſelf indeed to be a Chri- 
ſtian Sacrament, there was need of an ex- 
preſt Precept: but for. the Subjects of it, 
we may argue by Parity of Reaſon, that 
thoſe ho formerly were admitted to it, 
may be now. 5 | . 
Phe ReſurreRion. is a Fundamental: yet 
Chriſt proved it (9) by a Conſequence, The 
Alteration of the Day of Sabbath: is a mat- 


(9) Matt. 22, 31, 32. —— et 0 
ter 


en de, N, , 
der of pve Worſhip = yet we uſe Con- 
FKquences in proving it; and thoſe more Ha- 
bie % Reception (if we would cavil) than 


— bes nfant - Thank WAL, 4 
But to come nearer” to this very matter, 
che ft Subjects of Baptiſm: St. Peter 
tchought that Gentiles, unleſs they were cir- 
cumciſed, were not fit Subjects of Baptiſm. 
Now the way that he was convinced by, 
in Acts 10. was not by any poſitive Order or 
expreſs Words; Baptize this Cornelius: 
or, Baptize Gentile Men, ibo uncircum- 
ciſed, But when he was told that they were 
no longer | unclean, ver. 28. and ſaw the 
holy Spirit come on them, he concluded by 
Conſequence, ver. 47. Can any one forbid 
Mauer, that theſe ſhould not be baptizel, 
h have received tbe Holy Spirit, &c. 
He went by this Rule; One that is capable 
of the Ends of Baptiſm, ſhould be baptized: 
So we ſay; The Children of Chriftians 
not uncleun, but capable of ſeveral of the 
Ends of Baptiſm: and conclude Itho' not 
from theſe only) that they are not to be 
ri- denied Water. Mr. Tombs himſelf ſays, 
x- 95 Fit ſhould be made Rnown to us'thar 
nfants.are ſanftify'a, I ſhould not #onbr 
at but that they are to be baptized; remem- 
it, bring the Saying of St. Peter, meaning 
this Saying. - | | Kt. 
ret | A. It cannot be denied but St. Peter 
he | argued-here ” Confequences. ' But I be- 
at- lieve that will happen to me, which has 
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(4) Exercitation p. 24. d tn e 
95 „ oſten 


* 
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% Ache bee tan Men 
Altes Hap 
tinie heard ot read ſuch Reaforings vas 


ned] to me. When Þ Haveavany 


"theſe of yours; I have been for che preſent 


moved, and inclined to retum d my old 


Opinion of Infant Baptiſm. But I. 
come again to reading of the Seripture it 
ſelf, and find there the Tenor of priſar 
generally to run thus; Repent, and bothap- 
tized., He that believerh and is baptized : 
Baptized eonfeſſing their His. F thou 
believeſt with all thy Heart, thou mu 
be baptized, Then, methinks, I fee plain- 
ly that Infants have nothing to do with it. 
And 2 the m— 8 —_— — 
ti o give to this, is ſo ground uct 
— . it turns my Stomach. They 
diſtinguiſh and ſay; Bapriſm is of 1760 


Sorte, Adult Baptiſm, and Infant-3Bap- 


tiſm: theſe places ſpeak of Adult, aud not 


f Tnfant-Baptiſm. But when we ay; 


ere then are the places that ſpeak of 


the other + They can produce none. If I 


fhould' maintain that Infants may receive 
the Communion, and you ſhould confute 
me with that Scripture ; © Lei a Man eu- 
mine himſelf,” aud fo eat. And I ſhould 
diſtinguiſh ; Communicunts are of 7400 
Forts; Aault Communicants, and Fafant 
Communicants. Would not you ſay that 
1begg'd the Queſtion? Adult Baptiſm: 
Why? that's all the Baptiſm that the Scrip- 
ture any where ſets forth. ae ee 
P. If you ſay thus (and I know that 


many Antipœdobaptiſts do with a broad 


Adurance ſay ſo; but if you fay thut) then 


. 4 - you 


KW about + {nfant-Baptifm. WM, 61 
yon inuſtt ſuy that all the places off Scrip- 
— — — * | 
; which others do p &, do ugnity no- 
thing at all to the matter : and to ſay, that, 
unlele you could diſprove em, is either beg - 
ging the Queſtion, or denying the Conclu- 
Com, when you cannot overthrow the Pre- 


QUIET kn ods #3 141 f Vila ae 
A. I did not deſign to undervalue your 
Reaſonings. But you cannot deny that the 
. Hiſtory of the Baptiſms in Scripture runs 

with thoſe Clauſes which I mentioned. 
P. Tis true: for the moſt part. But 
you do not ſeem to conſider the State of 
thoſe times, and of the People then. They 
were all of them People and Nations that 
had had no Goſpel or Chriſtian Baptiſm 
before. In ſuch a State of things, the firſt 
and main Work was to perſwade the Adult 
Perſons to believe the Golpel, And that 
Order of Words was in that caſe. neceſſary, 
. Preachtt to them: He thatbeheves it, aud 
ig baptized, ſball befaved. For thoſe Peo- 
| | muſt be baptized after they were taught : 
having had no Fathers, that believed that 
' Goſpel, to baptize them into it before. In 
the Caſe _ before, if Circumcifion inftead 
of Baptiſm had been appointed, yet in 
ſending A poſtles to thoſe . our Saviour 
could hardly have expreſſed it after any 
other manner than thus; Go proſelyte the + 
Nations, circumoiſing them: He of then 
that believes rhe Goſpel, aud is circum- 
ciſea, ball be ſaved: And the Hiſtory of 
their Succeſs would have. run much 52 it 
Ka 5 Oe 


62> A Conferent® between r 
dees nokgiz't Such a:Heathen Man, brofiick-3 
"IN — them, —— 
* 1 and , Rerpen 
ted, aconfe few irheir Sins; abelid usa pmoithh;) 
al ther?! Heart, ans were>etr onmerſedir 7, 
aucb vet All this, no Argument that they 
not, or did not circumeiſe theĩt Child- 
rem T7 22811 90 01 Dr nid. 
A. I confefs that in ſuch a State of things, 
the converting and pune the grown Per- 
{ ſons was the principal Work, and that there 
wat more occaſion for mentioning that, both 
in the Commiſſion and in the Hiſtory, than 
th baptizing of the Infants. But methinks, 
there:would ha ve been ſome Mention of the 
Infants (one at leaſt) as baptized, if they 
had been generally baptized. -Efpecially: 
when at ſome Places it might have come in 
ſo naturally, that the Context does ſeem 40 
require it, if it had been true. As in 48s 
8415: T hey were baprized; both Men and 
Women. Here one Word added ana Chil- 
ren] would have ended all this Diſpute. 
Oan we think that God would have lulfer d 
ſuch an Omiſſion of one Word in the Re- 
.cital; which would have been of ſuch Uſe 
for the Quiet of future Ages? This would 
not have ſwell'd the Book. For that 1 
know, - is your Pretence, that in a Hiſtory, 
which muſt be ſhort; the particular _— 
that were of courſe, could not be all ſet 
don. 2 4i'b n | Ee} braces \f © 43%; 7 
P. We are not. to give Rules how the 
Scripture ſhould have been expreſs'd. In 
many other Controverſies, as well as this: a 
ex 285 | _ 


— 
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1, \tbeur' Twfant-Baptiſmrs'.> > 6g: 
few-Words.nadded'! to the Text, mi 
we ſhouldichink) have ended ther 
But we. ſee. the g 2 for:i Baptiſm id 
felf is plainly\expreſ#'d, and ſo id the other 
Sacra ment: and yet you ſee a World df 
ople in England deny them both. _ 
| „ for!! ought: we know, leave 
things more difficult to be traced, that we 
might be under a Neceſſity of ſtudying his 
Word, and the Nature of his Covenant to 
us therein declared, more frequently and 
attenti vely. There muſt be Hereſies, St. 
Paul ſays, that they which are approved, 
may be made manifeſt. We are thankfully 
to:take his Word as it is; and to follow that 
Senſe of it, which upon a diligent Search 
and Weighing of the whole, ſeems to us his 
true Meaning: whether ſet down expreſly, 
or gathered by good Conſequences «:. » 
A. Lou ſpeak piouſſy. We muſt. do fo. 
But that is a Reaſon againſt our taking 
Infant · Baptiſm to be his true meaning, that 
there are no plain Examples of it in his - 
Word. That which you urge of Houſholds 
baptized, is not a certain one. And the 
other, of ſome Children of the Chriſtians at 
Corinth mentioned by St. Paul, to have 
been baptized (as you interpret it) is an 
obſcure one. 4 RE ORE A 
P. It is obſcure to us now, only for this 
Reaſon; Tis not common with us now to 
uſe the Word [SanAified] for FBaptized] 
but it was in thoſe times a very ordina 
uſe of it. 1am told (2) that it is not 10 
42) Huff. pars 1. Cb. XI. S. 9. Ch. V. Seth, 2. 
CS. 58 little 
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A Conferetite between dads Men 
little as a hundred times, that St 4/firfor 
one hen he is to ſ | of Perſohs baptiz/'d, 
in the Paſſage: I recited ta you And Mr. 
Walker: has taken the Pains (3) to 
Quotations out of the New Teſtament, a 
almoſt all the Ancient Chriſtian Writers, 
to ſhew that it was a common Phraſe with 
em to ſay Sancti ſied] inſtead of | 0 
and {Saints} inſtead of [baprized Chriſti, 
ans] If you have a conſcientious Deſite 
tao underſtand the true Meaning of a Scrip- 
ture Paſſage; you muſt” be at the Pains, to 
ſatisfy your ſel by reading ſuch Quotations. 
Elſe, if a Word in the Seripture - times fig- 
nified one thing, and in our common Uſe 
another thing; Miſtakes will be una void- 
able. I proſeſs to you ſincerely that I am 
now fully perſwaded, that that is the true 
Senſe of the Place; tho' at firſt it ſec as 
new to me, as it does now to you. It muſt 
haye been ſome viſible Holineſs of the 
_ Children, from which St. Pau draws an 
Argument to ſatisfie the Parents of the Ex- 
pediency of their Cohabitation: Some known 
and cuſtomary Privilege which ſuch Child- 
ren had in the Opinion and Practice of that 
Church: and I know of no ſuch that they 
could have, but their Baptiſm, Pray let 
us put this Caſe : Suppoſe you were not an 
Englifpman, but a Foreigner, and beginning 
to learn the Eugliſ Language, and di 
meet in ſome Engliſ Book with this Paſ- 


* (3) e Pleo for Infont-Bopriſm, Ch, XXIX- 
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97 5 Secd a Nan Chillren are ehriftaeg, 
The Word, chriſtned, being hot ufed dn 
Seriptüre, and having wn, 1 20) it in 
che Latin nor in federal othe 

ow might be to ſeek for the Meaning 

it. What muſt you do in that Caſes 
A. Why! 1 muſt ask ſome body that 
was more converſant in the Bl Lan- 
guage and Cuſtoms, what that Word ſigni- 
fied ; and what was the Uſe of it among 
the Bugliſd, and they would tell me, that 
obriſtned ſigni fies, made à Chriſtiau; and 


that the Uſe of it among the Egli, ie, 


to ſtand as another Word for baprized; 80 
mat ĩt is; Such a Man's Children are bap- 
P. Juſt fo, if you or I meet inSt. Pauls 
Epiſtles with this Paſſage; Now are your 
Chilaren Saints: and know not What te 


make of it: We muſt ask ſome 'Minifter, | 


or other Perſon that is more converſant” in 
the ancient Language and Cuſtoms: and he 


would ſhew us by Forty Inſtances in Se. 


Paul himſelf, and a Thouſand, if need be, 
in other Writers about that time, that the 
Uſe of that Word, Saints, among the An- 
cients, is, to be as another Word for Cbyi. 
ftiams. They ſaid; Children Saints,” or 
made Chriſtians: and we in Analogy to it, 
ſay Children chriſtned, or made Chriſtians. 


And the meaning both of the one, and of 


the other, is baprized.. . en 
A. Then l alſo, it ſeems, muſt read thoſe 
Books. But pray tell me, to how many 
f rr F i Years 


1. \ 
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7 A Confertnes betwuen tao Mor 


of the elles does reach? 

P. From Chris Alcenfion 8 St. Pane 
gelt n Rome. Tis much 

2 Years. tis „ 249d4y © hot gg 4318 


ns mult have had many 


Tad Sten 1 to Genin that 


| {pace on-time, TEN 


P. No doubt of be... And pk think, 1 
ſup ſe, becauſe none of them are regi- 
ſtred in the Acts to have been baptized in 
Iaſancy z that they were not dapdratl- in 


A. Tha | 
t ſeems to me an Argument. 43 
P. Well. Hold faſt to that Argument. 


And we will put the Caſe for once, that the 


Inſſances which 1 brought from the 2 


of Houſholds baptized, and the other, o 


the Corinthians Children, do prove no- 


thing. And then I ask. you this queſtion ' 


Do vou think that thoſe Thouſands of 
Children were ever baptized at any. _ of 
their Life at all?.. 


( ind 11 50 poſe chat as they grew to Tears ; 


ef Dil — — they were baptized. 
F. And yet Ry is no ſuch thing reg) 


A. Letme ſee. Were none 4 thoſe Men, 
whoſe Baptiſm is recited in the Als, the 
Sons of Chriſtians ? 


P. Not one: if thoſe Houſholds that- we 


, read to have been baptized, had no Child- 
ren in them. And if you conclude that 
none of thoſe. Thouſands were baptized in 


laber. becauſe it js. not mentioned; of 


1 


Nears do you reckon eie of the Ae 


- 1... aaa, as 1 


OM. ee fg Bari 
Fednolude mat they! were not Ke, 
Age, becauſe that is fivt mentionedneMhety 
the zee and Se u whe hold that 

when the Parents and Maſters We Faint 

Nrw, there is no nerd that heir 


or Poſts my ever after ſhould be 


| baprizet; but that aft uſe of Baptiſm m 
ceaſe in a Chriſtian Nation) will take 200 
Jo that” they were not baptized” at 
l Rather than th e than do that) 1 

would grant that r ward Children in the 
Houſholds that were baptized : and that 
the Corinthian Infants were baptized. 

P. Thope you will be ſerious in 4 Ming 


that affects your Conſcience ſo much as you | 


ſay this does. And I hope alto that you 
will not eſpouſe a Principle which muſt eſta- 
— the Error of thoſe grolly Uoludet 
eople, ws Was 1 gaia 
Alt ſeems to many; that the Church' 6 
Englund it ſelf has given up the Cauſe to 


the Antipedobaptiſts; when in the Cate- 


chiſm they (ſpeakin of Baptiſm in general) 
do own, t 259 f ned of Perſons to 


be baptized, Faith and Repentance; and 
that after this is eſtabliſhed in the general 2 


what they ſay afterwards of Infants 1208 
on » omiſe of theſe, comes too late. 
here is no doubt, but that all 


ans wharſoever ' is on a Covenant; as of 


the Kingdom of Heaven to be given on 
God's part, of Faith and Repentance on 
the baptized Perſon's part: only with this 
3 to Infants and Adult, vis. ==> 
"Ret ele 


n 


.68 A Conference between two Men 
theſe Conditions are required tobe perform'd 
4 preſent of the Adult; of Infant, when 
they Are on Account f Age, capable of 
them. And this is all chat the Church 
means, bis, that both adult Perſons, and 
Infants are baptized on the ſame Covenant, 
which ought to be declared at the Baptiſm. 
A. Why then did they not expreſs it more 
diſtinctly in the Anſwer there given, and 
ſay, of adult Perſons is required Faith, 
&c. at preſent z . of Infants, if they live? 
P. Before the Riſe of any Enemies to a 
Doctrine, Men are apt to be unguarded, 
and not ſo diſtinct in their Expreſſions a- 
bout it. Now at the time of compoſin 
this Catechiſm, there was never an Zng/; 
Man of their Opinion, ag the Author, of 
the aforeſaid Hiſtory of Infant Baptiſm 
(b) has ſhewn. 2 7 . 2 8 
A. Let us come to the ſecond thing, which 


Mr. H. told you was fo uſeful to give light 


in this matter: vis. The Practice of the 
Primitive Chriſtians, who lived ſo nigh the 
times of the A poſtles, that they muſt needs 
know whether — were baptized in the 
Apoſtles time, or not. If I could any ways 
come by a true Account of the Practice of 
thoſe ancient Times, I ſhould be much ſway- 
ed by it: Since theſe Men could by a little 

iry know with: eaſe and certainty, the 
matter of fact about which we are in the 
Dark ; as we Engiifpmen cannot but know 
what was done in England in Q. Eliga- 


Betis time, in a Practice ſo publick and 


| (d) Pare 2. Ch. VII. SeF, 6. NG BE. . 


1 
1 A 


noto- 


. 


ee Tofant= Baptiſm: #5: 
not6ri6us/ And fince our Queſtion” nou ts 
bout a matter of Fact (what the Apoſtles 
d in this caſe of Infants) let ſbme People 
y what they will in {lighting of a humane 
Authority, it never can, nor ever ſhall, fink 
into my Head, but that they whoſe Fathers 
of Grandfathers lived in the Apoſtles time, 
muſt know what the Apoftles did in this 
matter. And where the Scripture is . ſhort, 
'or doubtfully expreſs'd, theſe Mens Books 
are, it ſeems, larger: ſo that one would - 
think that learned Men might be agreed con- 
cerning the practice of the times I now 
ſpeak of. But I find ſo much contrariety 
in the Accounts given, that there muſt be 
on one ſide or on the other, great diſinge- 
nuity uſed by them. I wiſh I were able to 
read the Books my ſelf: I would certainly 
give a true account, of which ſide ſoever 1 
were. You, I eive, are confident that 
the ancient Pradlice was wholly on your fide: 
and ſome Books that I have read, do give 
the account ſo. But then others bring in 
thoſe ancient Fathers ſpeaking all on the 
other fide. What Verdict can one give up- 
on fuch contrary evidence ? | | 
P. Tam afraid you have read Danvers. 
eng Book did me once a great deal of 
urt. 3 
A. And I thought it did me a great deal 
of Good. For it leads one thro' all the firſt 
Centuries with Quotations, ſhewing that a- 
dult baptiſm only was then in uſe. | 
P. You muſt of Neceſſity read Mr. Bax- 
ter's Confuration of the ſtrange Forgeries 


* OTOL of . 
«, ; / 


. 


70 A Conjerenoediatapeen two Mey 
NS Danvers. Or; MreHFil/ds: two 
oks on that Subject. With: his 4ppen/ 
to the! Antipedobaptiſts themſel vo that 
they gught to tepoundef ſuch a Mano Or, 
M bitfton: Or the 2 of Tafant - 
re will find, that Book 
which has been ſo magnified» and handed 
about among thoſe People, and has mifled 
ſeveral of them) to be a great ſhame and 
diſcredit to their cauſe. And in this Re- 
ſpect, I may ſay, that afterwards it did 
me good too: for it ga ve me an averſion to 
that cauſe which was thought to need ſuch 
forging and perverting of Teſtimonies, as 

even the thy 1 do ſeldom uſe, - 1 
A. I ſhalljudge of that, when I read the 
Books you ſpeak of. But I muſt 'own to 
you my Suſpicion, whether that quotation, 
vou brought juſt now; as out of 'Fuſtin 
Aartyr, be genuine: Where he ſpeaks of 
ſome Chriſtians of his acquaintance that 
- were then 70 Tears Old, a had been ba p- 
tized in their Childhood. ti n Dt 
P. The word uſed by Zuſtin, is not the 
word it ſelf [Baptized]: but [ Diſcipled, or 
made Diſciples] as I rehearſed it. It is, as 
I told you, the ſame word that is uſed by 
St. Matt. 28. 19. Diſciple the Nations, 

Baptiving, &c. 93 

A. That ſeems to me much at one. For 
our Reaſon why Infants eannot be baptized, 
is, becauſe they cannot be diſcipled. Nor 
do I ſee what Juſtin could mean by the 


(4). Part 2. Cb. 1. 6nd all over the Biok, 


; 1 


as at „ at ans ide cx to ca at — — 


Infants being Aiſcipled to Chriſt, but their 
being baptized. "Bur the kn of m 

r potty FAM. eee is, becauſe 
aveiuſed to mind how early any of the 
Quorations are, that are brougin for Infant- 
Baptiſm. And I do not remember that they 
brought any ſo early. For Juſtin wrote 
that Apology at the Tear after Chriſt's 
Birth 140, as I remember; that is, within 
40 Vears of the Death of ſome of the laſt 


Apoſtles: and 50 Years reckon'd back from 


that time, do reach into the midſt of the 


Apoſtles time, and come within 36 Years. 


of our Saviour's Death. | 

PV. The quotation is genuine (as Mr, O. 
aſſuted me) and the Book unqueſtioned. You 
may not have met with it before. We are 
beholding to Mr. Dorrington (5) for ob- 
ſerving a 3 which ſo many before him 
had over- looked. | ($M) 
AH. Some other Paſſages of Antiquity 
that you have mentioned, I will remember 
and examine. Eſpecially that of theſe 
Men that ſay, they never heard of any 
Chriſtians that did not baptize Infants. Did 
Mr. B. tell you of any more? 20 


P. Ves. He gave me an account out of 


the Four Firſt Centuries. .. And in the firſt 


(6) of them (which is the Age of Chriſt and 
* 


Apoſtles) there are, befides the Books 
of Scripture, but 2 or 3 ſhort- pieces left. 
They are on other Subjects, have no 
ff YQ | f | | 
FP (s) Pindication of the Church, (6) Hit, part 1. 


40 — +7 


- 


a1 5 diſ- 


br 
| 
1 
| 
| 


— po — 
— — — 
5 2 - 


k 
—— 


= , 


= * 5 


7 A Comferencs bettet tao Men = 


diſcourſs direQly. about Infanta. Bur they 


ſpeak of Original Sim with which we | 


are Born And one of them (who wrote 
before Sti ohn) mentions the -neceflity of 
Baptiſm to all Perſons, in order to entrance 
into God's Kingdom, as a known Chriſtian 
Doctrine at that time. For he 2 
can come there without the Saad; 

that that Seal ii Nat. 
In the Second, (7) there are alſo but few 
Books left. Let of thofe few, what Juſtin 
ſays, you have heard: and he diſcourſes 
moreover of Baptiſm being to us inſtead of 
Circumciſion: and of Original Sin, Cc. 


And Ireneus: (who lived 30 Years after 


Falun reckoning up the ſeveral ſorts of 
erſons that are by Carif, born again unto 
God, mentions. Infants expreſly among em. 
And the Word born again] does with him 

all Old Writers (and Ft: ＋ 


and 
| 7 ify Baptiſm as peculiarly as the Wort 


hriſtning] does with us. 9 814 
A. I do not ſee how Infants can be ſaid to 
be borm again in any other ſenſeQ. 
P. You. obſerve: right. In the Third 
Century (8) Tertullian (year after the Apo- 


tiles 102) who was much given to ſingular 


Opinions, and oppos'd the received Practices 
in many things, diſputes againſt the Cuſtom 


of baptizing Infants, Virgins, young. Widows, 
Oc. (at leaſt, except in anger wi Death) I 
counted his Teſtimony to be 


as good an 


1. Ch. I, Y, Ii. 5 y | ed The 


« Py" p YT "oy — Y ** a — 4 aa  WwWwwcs qa 


Evidence 


aut Infant Baptiſm 77 
Evidence for Infant-Baptiſm as any for 
he ſorgives his Reaſons and Opinion againſt 
the Cuſtom, as that one plainly perdeives 
by biswords that it was then actually the 

to baptize them lig 
Origen, Ten years aſter, does in ſeveral 

ſpeak of Infant-Baptiſm, as a known 

undoubted Practice: and (in one of 

them) as having been ordered by the Apo- 


A. If that were a known ching at that 
time that the Apoſtles order'd ſo; Ter- 
tullian muſt have been a mad- man to op- 

ies 150 - KY | #6 1 YU INS 
PP. "Tis probable he did not know it. He 
lived in a Country in Africa, where no 
Apoſtle ever came, nor nigh it. But Ori- 


gen lived near uadea, and had been born of 


Chriſtian Parents, and ſo might know it 
better. And St. Ambroſe and St. Auſtin 
do affirm the ſame thing, that the Apoſtles 
praQtis'd and ordered it. About Forty years 
after Origen, one Fidus, a Country Biſhop, 
ſent a ſcruple of his to St. Cyprian and 66 
Biſhops that were occaſionally aſſembled; 
whether the Baptiſm of an Infant muſt not 
always be on the 8th day after his Birth, 
becauſe Circumciſion was ſo. They ſe 
him a Letter in anſwer, that his Scruple 
is vain; that the Child may (and muſt, if 
there be danger of Death) be baptized ſoon- 
er, and ſpeak of the refuſal of it as dange- 
' rous to the Soul's Health of the Child. This 
was about 150 years after the Apoſtles: 
and ſome of theſe 66 Biſhops muſt be fi 8 
| | poſed 


- 


4 


nm te ſPutious; 74212 * > 
. There is not a Piece in al Antiquil 
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pofed to be 78 or Yo Fear Ol RY 


Winch ate half the 

them m E their Mord, kw one not (oe k 
doubt of Thfant-Baptiſm)> 

ber that Letter Bur Dan 


ff 
that can more certainly be proved to be 
genuine: For St.” Hierom and St. 1 
do very frequently quote Paſſages out o 
A. What? to confirm Infa — 
P. No. I told you before that they neyer 


| - heardoof any one that denied that; but to 
confirm the Doctrine of Original Sin, which 
„the wn, od denied, tho' they owned In- 


oo A. 


tiſm. d 

the next Century, | (9) tis endleſd 
Mis their Sayings.” But I have hereta 

Note of their Names. The Council of E. 


beris (year after the Apoſtles 205) "IT 
260. Gree. Nagiansen 250. St. — 


274 Siribius 284. St. Auſtin 290. — 
linus a 93. Council of Carthage 299 Ano- 
ther 300. Another 301. Innocentius 301. 


A, Hold. Was not that Pope _—_— | 


- PEN byj® © © AS 
A. Danvers ſays, he was che frſt t 


decreed Infants to be baptized. 


P. How true that is, you may gueſs; by 


what I have rehearſed. And 8 Miſtin. 


(before Innocent was Pope ) writes; that it 


wasnar aeereed'm any Council, but had 
beet ever in uſe. Rad that 0 "Chriſtians: 


Vai Hip. art I. Ch, * PU &. to 2 


% „% a4 = 


2 


— 


r of ny ore had ever denind i 8 be. 


* * 


your Names. 5 1 


ard a great many more of em. They do 
all of chem (ſome in ſeveral places of their 
Works, St. Awſtiz in above 1000 places) 
ſhew by their Words, that [nfants were 

tized in their times: and that without Con- 
—— Tbere is not one Man of them 
that pleads ſor it, or goes about to prove it 
as a thing denied by any Chriſtian, except 
thoſe that denied all Water Baptiſm. 


A. Were there then any Quakers is thoſe 


Days? 


P. There weve Renee e e 


all Baptiſm. But it was only ſome of the 


and moſt enormous ones, and ſuch 4 


as denied the Scriptures alſo. - . 


A. And is there no Author in all this - 


ſpaze of time that ſpeaks againſt WON; Wk 
tiſm, but only that Tertullian: | 

P. Not one among thoſe that owned. any 
B iſmatall. - 

I Nor none that do my chat it was the 
cuſtom of ſome Churches to baptier only the 
adult? 

P. No ſuch th 


A. Then if l fi el ſay tobe true} | 


| I will never believe Danvers Book any 
more. ht won on 1 


| theſe times to fay: that in che Baſtern 


P. No. Here n give you the Note. There | 
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95 A can benovten vw" Men 
* If zb420Hiy vbe Hul. 
Cy 4 Poſtfeript he cortebis chat; 
Mi fer Sager he eſp mu} read iu 4 
8 v Aud if it b true of rieither'of i 
1 Kow groſs is that) 19H1W 366, ann 
But for the ſeveral See Cg) that were in 
Woſctimes, Novatians, Downrifts('Sctc and 
the Brirons he makes 4 pretence,>' You 
St. Auſtin knew of no ec thar denied 
Infunt-Baptiſm. Had Sr. Huſtin any great 
knowledge of the Sects that were or had 
been? Tou fſud he was end that Ter- 
rullian had ſpoken againſt it)“. 
P. He had ſo Knowledge, chat he 
wrote # Book of all the Sects that were chen, 
or ad been (he reckons 88, and the ix —— 
| Peters) and of the Novarinns tad Donati 
* writes largely: But not à Word of theirs 
Hite Inf Bapfiſniy® d ide 5d2 18, 
2 1 been Pelagiud Intereſt (bei Gs 


1 _—— that! . 
ts ba prices, if the ve nof8in 
to — fon out — denied it, if 
he cbuld. Abd yet he alſo declares as 1 
told you, that he never heard of ah⁰νν And 
be was a Briron born, but lived moſt part 
of his time at Rome and eruſalem, and 
Fo muſt needs ha ve heard r 
Had been any. obs ute 
A. Where y d ci, — 
Ae e eee 2 your Note, and ehe 
"that you Tefer to??? 12 uk] _ 


2 ns 10 R103 Avoaubget 187 v19i202 


(2) 7 Treatiſe of Infant- Fora 4: 1 15 


. See H. LF 2: 0b. 


uo — „„ 


rere 


er oy 


. elf you will read them at Jarge e and ain 
8 (which L * 

ing of N 108) wem 

he: ie waf G 

apt iſin. That Writer pretends to l 
more: chan the mere pa ins of colleching em: 
but he has doneVit- at large and in the 
Aurhor's on Words, and referred to the 
Book and Chapter whence they are copied. 


A. Do theſe Fathers ſeem to have — 
dered thoſe things which the Anti Kfer 
he Hop 


ve Do 


tiſts do do uſe as Reaſons again 
— of Infants: as that they ba 
of the thing, nu Faith; Se 
P. Yes. As appears in the Diſcourlss 


bave (a) about the God fathers * in 


the Name of the Child, that 
wounce; betieye, &. Where 7 1 8 
that the Child has not in an proper 

Faith, Qa. but that it is only the G 


thers 2 in the Name of the rai 
that 


Covenant Which the Child 
is bound to believe and perform, if he live. 


f So far are they from thinking this a Reaſon 


inſt the baptizing of them. 
1 Then t y bled Godfathers.in thoſe 
_ too. 


1. „Tour! own Brand * | 


ear after the Apoſtles 100) ff 
E being then in uſe, where Le debe ot 


che other. And ſo do man of the reſt. 
A. But if there was no Church, Sec or 
FED? that renounced lfan-Bapia 3 


1 > un . Wi 


1 el 


— »dofunt- eee >. pe 


* 2. 1 WITTY D e 


0 


ys 2 
_thel n ND Havebery x 
2 ChiemMiuris CO IVE 
— the An 
ptiſts bring many (5) Inſtances u Brh- 
rd 
3 in, &. that h ian! Pa- 
2 „And, het were baptized at full age. 
nd here (excuſt me if I deal freely with 
u) Tean prove the contrary” of What you 
„e fad. Tou fay St. Auſtin never Lad 
r of ly Chriftian of our Opinion: 
© Tis plain that his on Father was of this 
98 1 have my ſelf read Boot; of 
Nong: where' he in the Ninth Beok 
ile how he was baptized at his ou Defire, 
above Thirty y rs old. ach W „sd @t 
boo, Ive ſeen barten ſuch Inftantes 
brought: But 1 have 5) ſeen thirteem or 
"het Sewn to be Milakes vr 4% fail of 
: and the fourteenth proved to be 2 
, 97 — Cafe. But none of them more 
2 miſtakes than thoſe two * 
Did got you read in thoſe 
bp in, that his Father was a Heathen, 
and did not turn Chriſtian l a Keule before 
"His Death? 
"A. I did not mind any ſuch thing uns 
P. Then when vou read em again, mind 
bat be fays, in the firſt Bock, Ch. 2. Se 
tond Bock Ch. 3. Ninth Book, Ch. . youll 
Had What 1 fay to be true. And for Con- 
ſtantine, don't you remember — 
che firſt Chriſtian n 2 
[Av E C1 Sq een e [ill (8) 


*% (s) Hift. part a. Cl. . Fx M Oe — 


rn dd. rai ited red i on 


r 


ee inb that the first. 


Fe 


Ae. one has heard 
Emperor had a Qhrifian. 
Haber $95o&ftall 35 im gat 
5. Was, His Father Emperor: 
4. Tes. IG] Conſtautius -Chlorus, . \e 
diediat:Yorks, poſſeſſed See ee 
nity. Ne died a Heathem,,:,.: ,,.,} |, 
A. Then What makes People | write 
ulis ? I think that after the fourth. 
tury the Antipedobaptiſts caſes 5 
Infant-Ba Baptiſm did — . prevail. 
N = Mr. Tombs ſays, (7) Tat St. 
Auſtin's. Authority carried it in the follow- 
ing Ages, being quit hout control. Which 


eMi'g 


is hard, when St. Auſtiuprofefles, ſolemnly, 
that he never heard e ons in his time, 


or ever before, that oppos d it. , 4.0.4 


A. But hark ye. Did not theſe) ancient 
— the Comm: ien, to — 4 


4s; well as tim? Fr 2 q 

5 P., No. n MeL 
In St. „e, time, there Was a 

it in his Qburch to you * or 
ics 0 about tour or five year, ad. 
afterwards mere Infants received it in 11 
Churches. But not till after the year, 400. 
as far asI can find. I believe; that Pope, In- 
nocent, whom Danvers makes the firſt Per 
ereer of Infant-Baptiſmy was really the firſt 
that decreed that they muſt receive * 
mme. 4109109 oe 4 48%; Sits 
1 ine ins 
(6) Bid. 2. 0% * . 1. g. 8. (8) mp. 
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oy this Word, Boris 
| ao, 2. ILyou. was, the proper Si 190 
8 and, ot, chat N in other pla 


2430 d ty. bol gr b EIN 
Tie Word, 6e n . Neapel 
44.8, uſed for 750 walking $7 rh 
84 le rl in part 3, whetber in n ASacramental 
ay, or-on.othe her caſo ſtions, „ And And the, * 
Fee waſhing is, eee by 
O 


the word 2 780 og metimes by ather 
yarns that are uſed for common wa 


15 ores of Scripture 44 beben 
1 55 the w aßtise is uſed for : s 
Fu on ing than Ay "he ang q Fl : 


uke, ad h he waſh ce 

Hands is, call bring, of the. Man. 
or where + Luke « Phatil ſee; man- 

ſis 1 7 141 * 


1 5 7% K. — 0015 Hilh bart 2. 
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Aalen Rad as W ſes, 
4 e brought a 
veral other places. Weft — 


: 1 e by other Words chat * 


r 5 


; "= e ip 


att had nr WORE 2a 
= hep pf 10 11 Fa ; 


N.. 75 0 102 80 ite? 
ht 950 the (4/867 "8 
fore D jeg” 


yep F200 view 


and ad WAS te dec | 


ater on the Hande. fn 
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= 
common waſhiny 7 Ti HAYS 1 "uſe 
2 P. Eb. 5. 16. Wis hes 


Tit, z i 5 ve a Jas 
JT 10% 4 M 5 1 5 
FN word here uſed in the 8 cigina},.” 
fine ar ing, but (as Mr. 'B: Kae 
at 


1s uſed, Acts 16. 1 

mr” No 5 50 Maag 5 
ere tbe Water for hatt. 

e Mall be Tefs anxious about this: part- 

n has given ug a 
Mart. 12. that what is needſul to 
Preſerve ik ** to be merges before out- 
ward Ceremonies': and pa becauſe in 
the Church of England dad I ſuppoſę in 
other Churches) any Ma NT 4g * his 
Child dipped at Ba iſm, 1 1 y 


WL. And ere, is We Sieramen 


the Life of his Chil Du 9 9100.9 107 


But for the baptizing of Infants, I ſhall 


e you have mentioned: ànd what 
Nn be 


cõffſider; read and confer on the N 


Uk Af Coniforencs betwob' 20 Men, 8c. 
bethe Reſult, 1 know not: but I am ro- 
* ſbived to take your” Advice in . cc 
with our — 8 or ſome other Miniſter, 
before I determine on avy Alteration. For 
1 find that "they know many things that arc 
aſefut ro find the true Senſe. of FScriprure 
_ Pallags, more than wedo. + 

. PL fyoudoſo ; and with an rn by i 
Mind: F do not much doubt but that, by 
Grace God, ou will not only overcome all 

Scru ples, ut alſo be more confirmed in 
pinion * the 39 eur Baptiſm, 
and more thankful for the Spiritual Benefits 
e on by it, . ever you were 
oubting: as (I thank God) 1 
are many tdat were of our. 
Church, who. ate now far gone in their new 
Ways, aud become Teachers. in them, who 
Pros oben but this, to have of Chriſt 
_ Mady Nay of the —_— —_ 
und of Nis Perun 6 
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